
DEAR EDUCATOR, 
Today more than ever it is crucial that all Americans — including students — understand how to exercise their rights and 
safeguard their freedoms. To help achieve this goal, Netflix has partnered with the producers at Higher Ground to create 
We the People, a series of short, animated music videos that covers a range of basic U.S. civics lessons in an anything-
but-basic way, while sending a call to action for young people to actively participate in their community. 

With this free educational program, you can integrate We the People into your history, civics, language arts, and music 
curricula, while enhancing students’ understanding of civics as something that impacts their lives in meaningful ways. 
The program features engaging activities that introduce students to important civics topics and encourage them to 
reflect on how they can use their voices to become more thoughtful and active citizens and community members. 

Please share this program with other teachers in grades 6 to 8. Although these materials are protected by copyright, you 
may make as many copies as you need for educational purposes. Please visit ymiclassroom.com/feedback-wethepeople 
to let us know your thoughts on this program. We look forward to receiving your comments. 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Dominic Kinsley 
Editor in Chief, Young Minds Inspired
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ABOUT WE THE PEOPLE 
We the People is a groundbreaking 
short-form series from creator Chris Nee, 
executive produced by Higher Ground 
and Kenya Barris. The ten three- to 
four-minute animated music videos 
introduce young viewers to a wide 
range of civics topics with upbeat 
songs by talented artists. Music videos 
on these topics are now available to 
stream on Netflix:

• Active Citizenship — A young 
woman finds her voice by building a 
community and making change, to 
the groove of a H.E.R. song.

• The Bill of Rights — These are the 
rights we live by, and no one can 
take them away. Performed by 
Adam Lambert. 

• Taxes — Not a subject you’d think 
you can sing about, but when 
rapper Cordae breaks it down, taxes 
begin to make sense.

• The Three Branches of Government — 
Lin-Manuel Miranda, Daveed Diggs, 
Brittany Howard, and the Frozen 
songwriters lay out a musical lesson 
about checks and balances in our 
government. 

• The First Amendment — Brandi 
Carlile motivates young viewers to 
speak out against the forces that try 
to silence you — because your right 
to free speech is protected!

• Federal vs. State Power — States 
do some things, feds do others. But 
when federal and state governments 
link up, it’s a beautiful balance of 
power. Performed by Kyle. 

Questions? Contact YMI toll-free 
at 1-800-859-8005, or by email at 
feedback@ymiclassroom.com.

• Immigration — A Bebe Rexha 
song celebrates Nikola Tesla, Isabel 
Allende, Eddie Van Halen, and many 
others who started life somewhere 
else before becoming Americans. 

• The Courts — A citizen’s anthem 
from Andra Day: When you need the 
law, the courts heed the call. Justice 
for one means justice for all. 

• We the People — We the people 
hold the power, and when we 
struggle, we pick each other up and 
get even more powerful! Performed 
by Janelle Monáe. 

• The Miracle of Morning — Amanda 
Gorman, America’s first-ever 
National Youth Poet Laureate, 
recites an original poem that 
celebrates people coming together.

http://ymiclassroom.com/feedback-wethepeople


TARGET AUDIENCE
Students in grades 6 to 8 as a 
supplement to history, civics,  
language arts, and music classes

PROGRAM COMPONENTS 
Available at ymiclassroom.com/
wethepeople:

• This two-page teacher’s guide 

• Four reproducible activity sheets 

• A standards chart

• An online feedback form

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES 
• Educate students about the basic 

rights and responsibilities that come 
with U.S. citizenship

• Build critical thinking focused on 
the role of government and how 
to be an active citizen inside and 
outside of the classroom 

• Inspire students to use their voices 
to take action regarding issues that 
impact them and their community

HOW TO USE THE PROGRAM
Visit ymiclassroom.com/wethepeople 
to download, copy, and distribute 
the activity sheets to students, and 
to view highlighted videos from the 
We the People series and additional 
resources. Please note that viewing 
the videos may enhance the lessons 
and activities but is not necessary to 
complete the activities in this guide.

ACTIVITY 1: KNOW YOUR RIGHTS! 
Introduce students to the Bill of Rights. 
Distribute the activity sheet. Explain 
that rights refers to the fundamental 
rules about what people are allowed 
to do and what they are entitled to. 
Emphasize that even before they are 
old enough to vote, students can 
exercise their rights and participate in 
civic decision-making on issues that 
affect them and their community. Once 
students have completed the “Student 
Bill of Rights” and written response to 
Part B, ask them to share their answers 
in small groups. 

Extension: Ask students to research 
a landmark U.S. Supreme Court case 
(i.e., Brown vs. Board of Education; 
Miranda vs. Arizona) with a focus on 
examining which rights people felt 
were threatened and how the ruling 
impacted history. 

ACTIVITY 2: GOVERNMENT WORKS FOR YOU
Start this activity by asking students: 
How much power do U.S. citizens 
have in deciding how we are 
governed? After students share, 
reinforce that our democracy gives 
power to the people by allowing them 
to vote for their elected officials. 
Emphasize that the government is 
supposed to work for everyone — 
including kids! Explain that there are 
different levels of government (local, 
state, federal). Distribute the activity 
sheet and have students complete 
Parts 1 and 2. Review the answers 
below for Part 1, and use the students’ 
responses to launch a discussion 
about what elected officials need to 
consider when prioritizing the needs 
of the public.

Answers: Federal powers: run 
postal system; coin and print money; 
maintain the military; conduct foreign 
affairs; declare war. State powers: set 
up local government; run elections; 
establish public schools; establish 
rules for public health/safety. Shared 
powers: make laws; collect taxes; 
establish banks; run the justice system.

Extension: Have students create a 
poster or interactive presentation 
explaining the three branches of the 
U.S. government and the system of 
checks and balances. Bonus: Can they 
draw parallels between how the federal 
and your state’s government operate? 

ACTIVITY 3: SPEAK UP TO CREATE CHANGE!
Introduce this activity by asking 
students to reflect on the question: 
If I’m just one person, will my voice 
even matter? Have they ever felt this 
way? Address the fact that many 
young people believe they won’t have 
the ability to create change until they 
reach legal voting age (or even later). 

Challenge this! Explain that there 
are many ways to get involved and 
make a difference, whatever your age. 
Distribute the activity sheet and guide 
students as they research appropriate 
people and organizations to write or 
speak to about the issues they select. 
Have students share their completed 
recommendations in a classroom 
town hall or mock legislative 
committee session.

Extension: Have students research 
different forms of community 
service they can get involved in either 
individually or as a class (i.e., tutoring, 
cleaning up a public park, etc.). Invite 
students to share their ideas with the 
group.

ACTIVITY 4: A NATION OF IMMIGRANTS
To begin, write the phrase “We 
the People” on the board and ask 
students to explain its importance. 
After students share their ideas, 
explain that the framers of the 
Constitution selected the phrase "We 
the People" to represent that it’s the 
people who give the power to the 
government, not a king or Congress. 
The government gets its power from 
the citizens of the United States. 
Point out that many Constitutional 
rights apply to non-citizens who live 
in or visit the U.S., but that living 
in a country does not mean that a 
person is necessarily a citizen of 
that country. Distribute the activity 
sheet and ask students to review the 
different pathways to citizenship and 
respond to the writing prompts. Use 
their responses to launch a discussion 
about how the diversity in the U.S. 
impacts the richness of our nation’s 
culture. 

Extension: Brainstorm notable people 
(i.e., actors, musicians, athletes, 
scientists, business leaders, etc.) who 
were born in a different country but 
became U.S. citizens. Ask students 
to research their unique pathways 
to citizenship as well as their major 
contributions to the country. 

RESOURCES
• We the People  

https://www.netflix.com/
title/81147853 

• YMI site 
ymiclassroom.com/wethepeople

http://ymiclassroom.com/wethepeople
http://ymiclassroom.com/wethepeople
http://ymiclassroom.com/wethepeople
https://www.netflix.com/title/81147853
https://www.netflix.com/title/81147853
http://ymiclassroom.com/wethepeople


U . S .  B I L L  O F  R I G H T S S T U D E N T  B I L L  O F  R I G H T S

WHAT DOES THIS LOOK LIKE IN PRACTICE? WHAT DOES THIS LOOK LIKE IN PRACTICE?

The freedom to attend any house of worship or abstain 
from practicing a religion. It is illegal for the government to 
establish an official religion of the country. 

The right to share one’s opinions with other people or 
criticize the government. 

The right to get information from different sources. The 
right to write letters, newspaper articles, and online pages, 
which may be published for others to read. The right to 
express opinions on TV.

The right to come together in private and public 
gatherings. The ability to organize around a common idea 
and/or common goal. 

The right for U.S. citizens to ask for changes in the 
government. Citizens can call, e-mail, or write to elected 
representatives, and lobby the government. 

A c t i v i t y  1  •  R e p r o d u c i b l e  M a s t e rKNOW YOUR RIGHTS!
Want to be a civics expert? Once you understand the 
freedoms you are entitled to, you will be prepared to 
fully exercise your rights and defend them!

PART A: THE FIRST AMENDMENT 
The First Amendment is part of the Bill of Rights, 
the first ten amendments to the Constitution. Use 
this chart to review the freedoms laid out in the 
First Amendment. Then fill in the spaces to create a 
Student Bill of Rights that gives specific examples 
of what exercising your First Amendment rights 
looks like in your daily life. For example: Freedom of 
speech: I can write a letter to the newspaper editor 
to share my opinion on school hours if I choose to.

PART B: WHAT'S YOUR OPINION?  
Understanding your rights and expressing your 
point of view are key aspects of being a civics 
activist. Which of the freedoms granted by the 
First Amendment do you feel is most important? 
On the back of this sheet, write an opinion piece 
on which right you believe has the most impact on 
young people. Some other questions to consider:

• Why is it important for people to be aware of 
their rights? 

• Why is it important to have civic rights 
guaranteed in writing?

FREEDOM OF RELIGION

FREEDOM OF SPEECH 

FREEDOM OF THE PRESS 

FREEDOM OF ASSEMBLY 

RIGHT TO PETITION  
THE GOVERNMENT

F I R S T  A M E N D M E N T  

R I G H T S
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Check out We the People 
on Netflix to learn 

more about rights and 
citizenship with upbeat 

songs from popular artists.



GOVERNMENT  
WORKS FOR YOU
Democracy is a form of government 
that gives power to the people. U.S. 
citizens vote for elected officials, who 
in turn work to make sure government 
meets the needs of all those whom 
they represent. Discover the ways the 
government works for you. 

F E D E R A L  P O W E R S S H A R E D  P O W E R S S TAT E  P O W E R S

P U B L I C  G O O D S / S E R V I C E S T O P  S P E N D I N G  P R I O R I T I E S

Maintain roads and highways 1 .

Maintain the public library 2 .

Provide health insurance for low-income families 3 .

Fund law enforcement 4 .

Fund housing and community development 5 .

Provide public assistance 6 .

Fund public schools 7 .

PART A: A BALANCE OF POWER (FEDERAL VS. STATE) 
The U.S. government is structured as a combination of both federal and state governments in a system called federalism.  
State governments have the power to make and enforce laws within state boundaries, but their laws cannot violate federal law. 
The federal government makes and enforces laws for the whole country, but it does not have absolute power over the states. 
In this way, federalism seeks to maintain a balance of power between local and national government. Examine the government 
powers listed below. Use what you know about federalism to sort each power into its proper category on the chart. 

PART B: PUT YOUR TAXES TO WORK
At every level, government is responsible for providing public goods and services that address problems and improve the 
lives of citizens. To do this, governments need to raise money. That’s where taxes come in. Individuals and businesses are 
required to pay taxes to the government (federal and state). Elected officials decide how that money is divided up and 
spent. Voting allows citizens to weigh in on where their tax money goes. Review this list of public goods and services that 
state taxes usually cover, then “vote” by choosing and ranking the five services you believe are most important. Compare 
your ideas in a class discussion: How would you prioritize where your tax money should go and why?

G O V E R N M E N T  P O W E R S 

1. Run the postal system

2. Set up local government

3. Establish public schools

4. Collect taxes

5. Coin and print money

6. Run the justice system

7. Establish banks

8. Declare war

9. Maintain the military

10. Run elections

11. Conduct foreign affairs

12. Make laws

13. Establish rules for  
public health/safety 
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A c t i v i t y  2  •  R e p r o d u c i b l e  M a s t e r

Check out We the People 
on Netflix to learn 

more about rights and 
citizenship with upbeat 

songs from popular artists.



S O M E  T A R G E T  A U D I E N C E S 
F O R  C I V I C  A C T I V I S M

• Peers and other 
community members, 
school/community 
leaders/organizations

• Local/state government: 
elected officials 
(town council, mayor, 
governor)

• Federal officials: state 
representative, senator

SPEAK UP TO CREATE CHANGE!
Not yet old enough to vote? Not a problem! You can still 
use your voice to take a stand on issues that matter to 
you and work toward making a real difference. 

PART A: CHOOSE AN ISSUE AND AN AUDIENCE
Civic activism requires you to be a careful observer of 
the world around you. Start by asking yourself: What 
problems need to be solved? Which needs are not 
currently being met? What struggles are people facing? 
Once you’ve identified key issues that impact you and 
your community, pick the one you are most passionate 
about and figure out who is in the best position to help 
(for example, community leaders, elected officials, 
business leaders, etc.). Check out the example below, 
then use the empty space to organize your ideas.

PART B: PICK A FORMAT AND START WRITING! 
Once you’ve chosen an issue, researched the facts, 
and determined your audience, you are ready to 
put your voice to work. Use the guiding questions 
below to pick your format and start drafting. 

• Choose a format such as a letter (opinion piece), 
social post, or speech. Consider: Which format 
will help you reach the most people or the person 
who is in the best position to help?

• Describe the issue clearly and concisely. Consider: 
Why should this issue be a priority? How does it 
impact others? What actionable steps do you feel 
will help create positive change?

• Gather support. Consider: How can you 
encourage your peers to become civic activists?

K E Y  I S S U E S 
I  C A R E  A B O U T

L O C A L ,  N AT I O N A L ,  
O R  G L O B A L ?

TA R G E T  A U D I E N C E

Pollution National
Community leaders, 
Congress
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A c t i v i t y  3  •  R e p r o d u c i b l e  M a s t e r

Check out We the People 
on Netflix to learn 

more about rights and 
citizenship with upbeat 

songs from popular artists.



Check out We the People 
on Netflix to learn 

more about rights and 
citizenship with upbeat 

songs from popular artists.

P A T H  1 :  C I T I Z E N S H I P  T H R O U G H  B I R T H
Born in the United States (including U.S. territories)  instant citizenship 

P A T H  2 :  C I T I Z E N S H I P  T H R O U G H  A C Q U I S I T I O N 
Not born in the U.S.  one or more parents are U.S. citizens  living with the parent  apply for citizenship

P A T H  3 :  C I T I Z E N S H I P  T H R O U G H  D E R I V A T I O N 
Not born in the U.S.  parent goes through naturalization process (or the citizenship application process) 
 under age 18 and a permanent resident  derive citizenship from parent without undergoing naturalization

P A T H  4 :  C I T I Z E N S H I P  T H R O U G H  N A T U R A L I Z A T I O N
Not born in the U.S.  at least 18 years old and a permanent resident for at least 5 years 

(3 years if married)  naturalization 

What is one aspect of how to become an American citizen that surprised you and why?

 

 

 

PART B: WHAT DO YOU THINK? 
Why might people who are citizens of another country choose to become American 
citizens? What are some benefits of allowing people who are born outside of the U.S. 
to become American citizens? What are some specific ways that the diversity of our 
citizens benefits us as a nation? Respond in the space below.

 

 

 

 

A c t i v i t y  4  •  R e p r o d u c i b l e  M a s t e r

A NATION OF IMMIGRANTS
Discover what it means to be a citizen, how to become one, and the rights and responsibilities that go along with citizenship.

PART A: PATHS TO CITIZENSHIP
American citizens enjoy many important rights and freedoms protected by the Constitution, including the right to vote 
and the right to run for elected office. If you are born in the United States, you automatically become a citizen. There 
are also other ways to gain citizenship. Use the chart below to learn about the different pathways people can take to 
become an American citizen. 
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