


PARTA.Coming-of-age stories have similarcharacteristics. For example, most
protagonists go through a period of physical or emotional
separation from family members. Or, they begin to challenge
an adult’s teaching. Begin this activity by brainstorming a list

of coming-of-age novels and films with which you are
familiar. Consider what characteristics the stories have in
common. Do the characters have similar experiences and
emotions? Are there similarities in what the characters learn
on their journey to maturity?

Reproducible Master

PARTB.After viewing The Lovely Bones, consider
the following in a class discussion:

• How do Susie’s interactions with family members,
although mystical, facilitate the coming-of-age
theme?

• How are the supporting characters used as agents in
Susie’s own progress and development? Include in
your discussion Susie’s mother, who finds many ways

to escape her now tragic life; Jack, Susie’s guilt-ridden
father; Lindsey, Susie’s sister, who wants justice yet
also wants to go on with her life; and her
grandmother who feels compelled to move in with
the family and help out.

• Are any of the characters going through transitions
like Susie’s, and if so, how do Susie’s experiences
differ from theirs?

Based on the critically acclaimed best-selling novel by Alice Sebold,
and directed by Oscar® winner Peter Jackson (The Lord of the Rings
trilogy), The Lovely Bones centers on a young girl, Susie Salmon,
who has been murdered and watches over her family—and her
killer—from heaven. She must weigh her desire for vengeance
against her need for her family to heal.

The Lovely Bones is a coming-of-age story, which means that
adolescent characters mature in some way—either by taking
responsibility or learning a lesson. In most societies, the teen and
early adulthood years are traditionally associated with coming-of-
age rituals and lessons. But in The Lovely Bones, even the adults
learn that coming of age is a lifelong process as they deal with
death, justice, and the differing paths to peace.
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ACTIVITY ONE COMING OF AGE

Coming-of-Age Stories

1.

2.

3.

Plot Similarities and
Differences

Protagonist Similarities
and Differences

What Does the
Protagonist Learn?
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PARTA.Get to know the
Salmons and their

struggle to cope with Susie’s death.
Read the descriptions of the main
characters in The Lovely Bones
provided below. Then use the terms
provided (or your own terms) to create
a web diagram showing each family
member’s emotional connection to the
tragedy that has shattered their lives.
One spoke of the diagram has been
filled in to help you get started.

When Susie Salmon, age 14, dies as
the result of a crime, she leaves behind
a grieving mother, father, and younger
sister and brother, whom she watches
over from heaven. As she struggles to
accept death and leave her lost life
behind, she observes the sorrow, anger,

and confusion that consume her family.
She desperately wants her family to find
peace and go forward with their lives.

Susie’s father Jack is consumed with
guilt over not having been able to
protect his daughter. He remains on
extended leave from work, increasingly
isolating himself at home. He won’t
give up trying to solve the crime.

Susie’s mother Abigail cannot deal
with both her own grief and the sorrow
of her family. She moves to California,
leaving her children in the care of her
husband and their grandmother.

Susie’s sister Lindsey is a year younger
than Susie. She wants justice for Susie
but also wants her old life back.

Susie’s young brother Buckley is 10
years younger than Susie. He takes
comfort knowing she is in the
“in-between.”

Susie’s Grandma Lynn comes to live
with the Salmon family after Abigail
leaves. She feels family members need
her to keep them moving forward.

After you’ve completed the web
diagram, use the results to examine the
forces that hold the family together and
pull them apart. Have a class discussion
about how the characters and their
respective roles in the family dynamic
might intensify or calm the family’s stress
and willingness to move forward.

ACTIVITY TWO A FAMILY IN CRISIS
Reproducible Master
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The Lovely Bones is the saga of the Salmon family torn apart by the untimely and tragic death of Susie Salmon. The story
traces the lives of each member of the family—including Susie—and shows how each person deals with the repercussions of
a devastating loss, both as individuals and as a family.

PARTB.After viewing The Lovely Bones, break into small groups and discuss
how the film depicted each family member’s emotional state. To gain

a better understanding of each character’s response to Susie’s death, your group
should select one family member and develop a defense of his or her reaction and
eventual resolution.

Vengeance Guilt Pity Grief
Frustration Anger Denial Acceptance

EMOTIONAL CONNECTIONS

Jack

Lindsey

Abigail Susie

Buckley Grandma
Lynn

The Death of
Susie Salmon

Pity
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Susie’s mother, Abigail, becomes
reclusive after Susie dies. She cannot
cope with simple daily tasks. Her sadness
encompasses her, immobilizes her, and
ultimately draws her further away from
those who need her most.

Stage of Grief: ______________________________________

My Advice: _________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Susie’s father, Jack, seeks justice from
the moment he learns of Susie’s death.
Although the police department buries
the case, he will not stop until it is
solved.

Stage of Grief: ____________________

My Advice: _________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Susie’s sister Lindsey, feeding off her
father’s energy, notices odd reactions
from community members and friends.
As she begins to intensely study Susie’s
cold case, she desperately wants to find
justice for Susie, and at the same time,
wants life to go back to the way it was
before the tragedy.

Stage of Grief: ______________________________________

My Advice: _________________________________________

___________________________________________________

Susie’s brother Buckley, too young to
actively participate in the investigation,
feels Susie’s presence in “the in-between.”
He takes comfort in knowing that Susie is
watching out for him and his family.

Stage of Grief: ______________________

My Advice: _________________________________________

___________________________________________________

ACTIVITY THREE LESSONS IN LOSS
Reproducible Master

Death is a tragedy that affects us all. We must all learn to cope with loss. In The Lovely Bones, Susie and her family learn
this lesson in different ways. While one person accepts the loss, another is determined to avenge it. While one tries to
pretend it never happened, another feels compelled to solve the crime.

PARTA.Elisabeth Kübler-Ross identified five stages of coping with loss in her famous 1969 book, On Death and
Dying—denial, anger, bargaining, depression, and acceptance—providing a basic description of the grieving

process that is still in use today. Do some research to learn more about these “stages of grief.” Then read the character
descriptions below and decide which stage you think each member of the Salmon family is experiencing. Finally, pretend that
you are a psychologist counseling the Salmon family through their loss. What advice would you give each family member?

PARTB.After viewing The Lovely Bones, select one of the characters and write, in the space below, what you
think life is like for that person 10 years after the film’s ending.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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