
tart out the school-year literature strand by engaging your students in reading, writing, talking, and thinking about
one of the best-loved stories of all time—Oliver Twist. 

TriStar Pictures and award-winning curriculum specialists Young Minds Inspired (YMI) are thrilled to provide you with
relevant and timely activities based on Academy Award-winning director Roman Polanski’s new film of Charles Dickens’
Oliver Twist—coming to theaters this September. What’s more, your students have a chance to actually go to London to see
where and how Dickens and Oliver Twist lived. See the exciting contest details below!

DICKENS LIVES AGAIN…on film, in print, and in this guide. The tale of Oliver Twist has
timeless appeal—a compelling saga of a boy’s journey through enormously difficult 
circumstances in a time of great societal change, 
with themes that still ring true today.  

is the only company developing free, creative and innovative classroom materials that is owned and directed by award-winning former teachers. 
All YMI teaching materials are pre-certified and approved by our exclusive Educational Advisory Board. E-mail us at feedback@ymiclassroom.com or
visit our Web site at www.ymiteacher.com to send feedback and download additional copies of this and other programs.

Another FREE educational program from 

S

“WRITE LIKE THE DICKENS”
...and win a trip to London 

E S S A Y  C O N T E S T
• The grand-prize winner of the “Write Like the Dickens” essay contest and a 

parent or guardian will enjoy an exciting three-day trip to London, 
including a special one-day guided tour of Dickens’ London. 

• The winner’s teacher will receive a home entertainment system and DVD 
library of 20 classic films, plus four classic books from Random House.

Begin Your Year with the Classics!

Challenge your students to study the 
classic novel using this guide, and to
critique the feature film.

Oliver Twist stars Ben Kingsley as Fagin 
and introduces 11-year-old Barney Clark 
as Oliver. Meticulously created by an
award-winning production team, the 
stunning costumes, incredible sets, 
and larger-than-life characters bring 
Dickens' great tale to life as 
never before.

Go to www.teacholivertwist.com to
• Arrange a class trip to see the 

film in September.
• Get discount rates on tickets, 

books, and soundtracks.
• View the film’s trailer and learn 

more about Dickens.
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Program Components
• This teacher’s guide.
• Two reproducible student activity masters and an informational handout.
• One theatrical poster for display in the classroom.
• A response card for your important comments.
• Information insert about the exciting “Write Like the Dickens” student essay contest.

Please copy and pass this insert along to other teachers.

Program Objectives
• To excite your students about classic literature at the 

beginning of the school year.
• To link Dickens’ themes and storytelling techniques with

young people’s lives today.
• To relate characters such as those found in Oliver Twist 

to real-life present-day events and experiences.

Target Audience
These activities are for middle and high school language arts
classes, but also incorporate social studies. Share with other
teachers as appropriate and modify them as you see fit.

How To Use the Teacher’s Guide
• Explain to students that the film is a new version of 

Charles Dickens’ classic novel. 
• Plan a class trip or encourage students to see the film on

their own when it comes to your community this fall. 
Go to www.teacholivertwist.com to arrange a class trip.

• Photocopy and distribute the activity masters and handout.
Although copyrighted, the materials may be photocopied 
as necessary to meet your needs.

• Display the poster to engage student interest. 
• To pique student interest in the contest, ask students 

first to think about what makes characters—and stories—
timeless, as you begin the activities. For more information
about the film, visit www.sony.com/olivertwist

Film Synopsis 
Roman Polanski, Academy Award-winning director of The
Pianist, brings his own unique vision to Charles Dickens’
classic, Oliver Twist, the story of a young orphan boy in
19th-century London. Abandoned at an early age, Oliver is
forced to live in an orphans’ workhouse lorded over by the
awful Mr. Bumble, who cheats the boys of their meager
rations. Desperate yet determined, Oliver escapes to the
mean streets of London. Penniless and alone, he is lured
into a world of crime by the sinister Fagin—the master-
mind of a gang of pint-sized pickpockets. Oliver’s rescue by
the kindly Mr. Brownlow is only the beginning of a series
of adventures that lead him to an incredible discovery. 

The film builds on much of Dickens’ plot, with only slight
variations. Absent in the film is the relationship between
Oliver’s mother and Edwin Leeford, Mr. Brownlow’s
friend. The film version does not include Leeford’s son
Monk—Oliver’s half brother—who knows of Oliver’s past
(which, in the novel, reveals his identity) and who tries to
deprive Oliver of the money Leeford bequeathed to him.
In Polanski’s film, Fagin leaves Oliver a box of precious
stolen goods; in the novel this box contains papers relevant
to Oliver’s family history and inheritance.

Use this exciting contest as the cornerstone of a 
classroom celebration of the classics! Both you and
your students will have a chance to win exciting prizes: 

• The student who submits the grand-prize-winning
essay and his or her parent or guardian will enjoy an
exciting three-day trip to London, including a special
one-day guided tour of Dickens’ London. 

• The winner’s teacher will receive a home 
entertainment system and DVD library of 20 classic
films, plus 4 classic books from Random House.

• 200 runners-up will receive a certificate of 
commendation for their outstanding achievement
from TriStar Pictures, the new Random House
reprint of Oliver Twist, and the film soundtrack.

National Education Standards: 
Middle-High School Language Arts/Social Studies

Activity 1 
Powerful Words, 
Timeless Themes

• Apply concepts such as role, status, and social class in 
relationship to individuals, groups, and societal institutions.
(Social Studies)

• Apply knowledge of language structure and conventions 
(e.g., spelling and punctuation), media techniques, figurative
language, and genre to create, critique, and discuss print and
nonprint texts. (Language Arts)

Activity 2 
Character Twists

• Develop critical sensitivities such as empathy and skepticism
regarding attitudes, values, and behaviors of people in 
different historical contexts. (Social Studies) 

• Use spoken, written, and visual language to 
accomplish a purpose. (Language Arts)

“Write Like the Dickens” 
Student Essay Contest 

(see details on insert)



ACTIVITY 1
Powerful Words, 
Timeless Themes
Charles Dickens used key themes and literary
devices such as satire to strengthen his storytelling
and to bring the characters in Oliver Twist to life.

Discuss the themes listed in Part A and ask small
groups of students to find modern-day examples,
providing time for group sharing. Then discuss
the example in Part B of the literary devices 
mentioned that Dickens used in his writing, 
including how these devices function in literature
in general. You may wish to discuss further after
students complete the written exercise.

For Part C, tell students how laws passed in the 
mid- to late 1800s improved the lives of London’s
poor. This was due in part to conditions exposed 
by social observers and writers such as Dickens, 
who made the plight of the impoverished known 
to the literate classes. Talk with students about 
the power of the written word to effect change
through books, editorials, Internet blogs, etc. 
Share sample editorials and the works of political
satirists. Students can work in teams or individually
to choose a medium to deal with a social issue 
they choose. 

Extended Activity—Dramatic License
Have students work in small groups to create the
script for a scene that deals with the life of a poor
and homeless young boy or girl who is struggling
to survive in an urban environment today. What is
the character’s motivation? How would that be 
portrayed? What style of language would the 

character use? What situation must the character
deal with in the scene? To complete the activity, have
students act out their scenes in a class drama festival.

ACTIVITY 2
Character Twists
In Oliver Twist, director Roman Polanski used his
life experiences to help shape the characters. “I was
a hungry orphan for quite a while during World
War II—when my parents were taken to the 
concentration camp and I ran away from the 
ghetto where I lived. That helped me recreate 
certain moods,” Polanski noted.

Part A. One of the challenges faced in adapting
Dickens’ novel was how to simplify the story and
eliminate subplots and minor characters, otherwise
“you would need at least 10 hours of movie,” stated
Polanski. “For today’s taste, you need to abandon a
certain amount of the melodrama that was very 
typical for the period.” 

There also was the need to adapt some of
Dickens’ characters. In Polanski’s view, Fagin was
the most one-dimensional—pure evil. Polanski
wanted Fagin to have a bit more humanity and
depth. “Fagin is definitely a villain,” Polanski said,
“but he’s also somewhat likeable and there’s also
a funny side of him.” 

Ask students to evaluate how they think changes
affecting the plot and characters enhance the story
for contemporary audiences.

Before beginning Part B, select one or more classic
stories with which students are familiar. Students
may work in teams, each with a different story as

their focus, or together as a class. To introduce 
Part C and tell students about the contest, ask
them to share their thoughts about what makes
characters—and stories—timeless. This will help
your students begin to address the question
posed in the “Write Like the Dickens” essay 
contest described on the insert in this kit.

Extended Activity—Fictional Lives
Oliver Twist was first published as a serial. Have
students imagine what happens after the story 
of Oliver Twist ends. Challenge them to a creative
writing essay in which they develop the next
episode in a serial that takes Oliver and the other
characters into the next stage of their lives.

REPRODUCIBLE HANDOUT
Bringing the Times to Life
As you distribute the handout, talk with your 
students about how Charles Dickens, like all great
writers, pulled from his life experiences to create
his characters—some of whom are truly larger
than life. Challenge students to compare
situations in Dickens’ time with those of today as
you encourage them to formulate ideas for writing
their contest essay about Dickens’ relevance today.
Encourage students to visit David Perdue’s 
Charles Dickens Page—http://www.fidnet.com/
~dap1955/dickens/—for fascinating information
on Dickens and the answer to the Web Challenge
Questions on the handout.

WEB SITES:

Film site – www.sony.com/olivertwist
Teacher’s resources – www.teacholivertwist.com
Book site – www.randomhouse.com/modernlibrary/
David Perdue’s Charles Dickens Page – www.fidnet.com/~dap1955/dickens/
Young Minds Inspired site – www.ymiteacher.com

CD:

Original Motion Picture Soundtrack by Oscar-winning composer Rachel
Portman. Available on Sony Classical in September 2005. To purchase, go to 
www.olivertwist.sonymusicstore.com

BOOKS:

Oliver Twist, New York: Random House, reprinted 2005.

Oxford Readers Companion to Dickens, Paul Schlicke (ed). 
New York: Oxford University Press, 1999.

Readings on Charles Dickens, by Clarice Swisher. San Diego, CA: 
Greenhaven Press, 1998.

What Jane Austin Ate and Charles Dickens Knew: From Fox 
Hunting to Whist: The Facts of Daily Life in Nineteenth-Century
England, by Daniel Pool. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1993.R
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The new film Oliver Twist, coming to theaters this September, brings Charles
Dickens’ storytelling vividly to life as never before. We see strong and 
memorable characters like the clever Fagin, and the evil and vicious Bill Sykes.
We experience startling contrasts in lifestyles and morality, as seen through
Oliver’s day-to-day struggle to survive. 

Part A. Many of the themes and issues with which Charles Dickens 
dealt still exist today. Think about each theme listed below. On the back 
of this sheet, list some modern-day examples.

In the film, see how the issues of peer pressure, being bullied, wanting
friends at almost any cost, being the “new kid,” and standing up for 
oneself relate to today.

In the film, note how Fagin's boys have taken control of their own destiny. How much are they like members of gangs today? 

Part B. Charles Dickens used literary tools such as caricature—his flair for exaggeration resulted in
some memorable characters, such as the officious, self-important Mr. Bumble—satire, and symbolism to
make Oliver Twist a powerful and compelling story. Even though it took place in the 19th century, it lives 
on today in part because of the carefully crafted descriptions that brought Dickens’ characters to life. For
example, consider this description of the Artful Dodger:

He was a snub-nosed, flat-browed, commonfaced boy enough; and as dirty a juvenile 
as one would wish to see; but he had about him all the airs and manners of a man. 
He was short for his age; with rather bow-legs, and little, sharp, ugly eyes…He was, 
altogether, as roystering and swaggering a young gentleman as ever stood four feet six…

Because many of his stories, including Oliver Twist, were originally published as serials, Dickens also made
frequent use of cliffhangers—just as the writers of many TV dramas do in their season finales. Use the 
back of this paper to list a few examples of effective cliffhangers that you have seen.   

My issue is________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

This issue is important because______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

The point I would like to make about this issue is ______________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

The kind of piece I will write is______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

A C T I V I T Y  1

Powerful Words, Timeless Themes

Part C.
Now that you know a 
little about some of
Dickens’ tricks of the 
storytelling trade, try 
your hand at creating a
blog, editorial, or 
humorous piece that
deals with a modern-day
social issue. You can 
begin to plan 
by completing the 
statements at right.

©2005 YMI, Inc.

See Oliver Twist in theaters near you this September and enter the “Write Like the Dickens” essay contest for a chance
to win a trip to London. Ask your teacher for details, and go to www.sony.com/olivertwist for more on the film.

•    purity amid corruption 

•    the plight of the poor 

•    the difference between social classes

•    the connection between poverty and crime 

Fagin

Artful Dodger

Bill Sykes



Just as Charles Dickens drew on his experiences as a child as he created much of
what was to become the unforgettable tale of Oliver Twist, director Roman Polanski
has brought his own unique and special vision to his film. 

Part A. One of Polanski’s challenges in adapting Dickens’ novel was eliminating
some subplots and minor characters, because to tell the story in its entirety would have
required hours. Polanski also changed some of Dickens’ central characters—while 
remaining true to Dickens’ physical description of the villain Fagin, Polanski changed 
his personality to make him more human, even adding a touch of humor.

Dickens’ talent for developing a phenomenal variety of characters—even minor 
ones—created some casting challenges: The very small parts for boys were especially 
difficult, because each of Fagin’s band of boys had to be unique and somehow different
from the others.

How do you think Polanski’s approach to developing characters in the film makes 
them interesting and relevant to today’s audiences?

Part B. Imagine yourself in Roman Polanski’s shoes. You are an Academy Award-winning direc-
tor who is considering adapting another classic story to a film that will appeal to viewers like you.
Plan your strategy:

The story you will adapt is ________________________________________________________________

This story is about ______________________________________________________________________

Below, list three of the main characters in the story. In the second column, describe each character as he or she is presented in the original story. Then, in
the third column describe how you will modify each character for your adaptation. (For example: Will their personalities or their physical appearance
change? Will what they do in the story differ from the original?)

Character Original Story Adaptation
______________________ _________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________

______________________ _________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________

______________________ _________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________

______________________ _________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________

______________________ _________________________________________ ___________________________________________________________________

And now for the best part…If you can describe why the story of Oliver Twist
remains timeless and relevant today, you could win a trip to London! Don’t miss this
chance to make your classroom knowledge pay off in a big way! Enter the “Write Like
the Dickens” essay contest for a chance to win a trip to London. Ask your teacher for
details, and go to www.sony.com/olivertwist for more on the film. And 
don’t forget to see Oliver Twist in theaters near you this September.

In the film, Fagin can be playful and a bit whimsical. How much like a father to a
son is he when he lectures Oliver about ingratitude and helps treat his wounds?

A C T I V I T Y  2

Character Twists

©2005 YMI, Inc.

Part C. Who in real life today do you think has attributes that would allow her or him to become a timeless character? (It might be someone from the world 
of sports or politics, or someone you know personally, for example.) Use the back of this paper to outline your response in preparation for class discussion.



R E P R O D U C I B L E  H A N D O U T

School Days/Work Days
There was no national school system in the England of the early 1800s. Children of the 
poor went to work or were apprenticed to learn a trade. It wasn’t until members of the
Church of England began to worry about lower-class children growing up in godlessness
because they couldn’t read the Bible that things changed. 

Charles Dickens was sent to work at the age of 12, after his family experienced financial
hardship. After a few months he was able to return to school, but the memories of the 
experience stayed with him and they were reflected in Oliver Twist. 

Director Roman Polanski has re-imagined Dickens’ classic story, incorporating fantasy 
elements and characters who are larger than life. “This is,” he said, “a Dickensian tale 
in the truest sense, which means it is exuberant, intriguing, and timeless.”

• What was Rotten Row?
• Would you want to swim in the Pool of London?
• Why did everyone look so somber in photographs of the Dickens era?

Go to www.fidnet.com/~dap1955/dickens/ for the answer and for more cool stuff on Dickens.

IN HIS 
OWN 

WORDS:
Roman Polanski

talks about 
Oliver Twist

• About retelling the story of Oliver Twist in his own way:
“There are certain things in the film that I can relate to personally, because I was
a hungry orphan for quite a while during World War II—when my parents were 
taken to the concentration camp and I ran away from the ghetto where I lived.” 

• About the relevance of the film to kids today:
“Oliver Twist is the story of an orphan. Although it’s set in the middle of the
19th century, the essential elements of it are universal. Orphans still exist today and 
the problems of a little boy…his adventures, seem very easy for anyone to identify with.” 

• About what happened while it was being filmed:
“The boys in Fagin’s gang were pickpockets and we needed to teach our actors to pick pockets.
They learned it so well that they were pick-pocketing people all day long, just for fun.” 

See Oliver Twist in theaters near you this September and enter the “Write Like the Dickens” essay contest for a chance
to win a trip to London. Ask your teacher for details, and go to www.sony.com/olivertwist for more on the film.

•  The fog in London was so thick on occasion that people literally lost
their way and drowned in the Thames. 

•  The streets were so dirty that each major crossing had a street sweeper
who, for a penny, would sweep the street before you crossed so your
shoes would not be soiled. 

•  The Thames was filthy, too. Some 278,000 tons of raw sewage was
dumped into it each day, along with pollutants from the factories
along the banks. During the summer of 1858, the smell was so bad 
that Parliament ended its session early. 

•  It was advisable to stand upwind of the person you were talking with.
That’s because members of the middle class washed only their 
hands, neck and arms regularly, and the poor barely bathed at all.

•  Workhouses—“shelters” for homeless families—were intentionally
grim places. This was to discourage the poor from viewing them 
as good alternatives to life on the street.There was often less food 
than what a prisoner would get, no personal possessions were 
allowed, and children were routinely separated from their parents.

Web 
Challenge 
Questions

When Charles Dickens wrote Oliver Twist at age 25, he was not the
old man people imagine but a clean-shaven, dashing youth with long

brown hair and flamboyant clothing. As the novelist who reflected the
social conditions of the day, his words sparked a nation to change.

Dickens was not a Londoner by birth, but through his writing he made the
city his own. However, the London that he wrote about so effectively was 

foggy, dirty—and it smelled. Although Dickens often exaggerated to drive
his point home, these actual conditions of the time needed no exaggeration:

©2005 YMI, Inc.

Bringing the Times to Life – 
A fascinating glimpse at Dickens and the filming of Oliver Twist



• SEE Westminster Abbey, Houses of Parliament, Dickens’ grave at Poets Corner
• VISIT sites immortalized in Dickens’ novels – including Fagin’s Den from Oliver Twist
• LUNCH at Piccadilly and a tour of the Dickens House Museum

AND – If your student wins the grand prize, YOU win a home entertainment 
system and DVD library of 20 classic films, plus a Classic Prize Pack of 4 books from 
Random House: The Age of Innocence, Little Women, Sense and Sensibility, and Oliver!

PLUS – 200 student runners-up will receive a special certification of commendation 
from TriStar Pictures for their achievement – great for college applications – the new 
Random House reprint of Oliver Twist, and the film soundtrack. 

YOUR STUDENT COULD WIN 
THE GRAND PRIZE!

AN EXCITING THREE-DAY TRIP TO LONDON
for the winning student and his or her parent or guardian

– including a special one-day guided tour* of Dickens’ London!

WRITE LIKE THE DICKENS…AND GO TO LONDON!
Use this contest to celebrate the classics in your classroom!

Encourage your students to think—and write—about one of the best-loved stories of all time!

Special Student Essay Contest
We urge you to copy and pass this opportunity along to fellow teachers.

• Students must submit a 150-250 word 
(about 5 paragraphs) essay (see 
other side).

• The essay must be submitted on a
separate sheet stapled to either the
official entry form that is printed on
the back of this information sheet, or
to a sheet of paper that has all of the
form’s required information, typed or
clearly hand-printed.

• Each teacher may submit up to 10 essays.

• Entries should be mailed to: 
YMI
PO Box 5212
New York, NY 10185-5212

• All entries must be postmarked 
no later than October 31, 2005.

HOW TO ENTERWHO CAN ENTER?
Any student in grades 8-12.

Note: It is not necessary to view Oliver Twist the movie, in order to enter the contest. 
However, we hope that you will encourage your students to view the film—on their own or as a 

class—in order to add depth and perspective to your class discussions, and a wonderful insight into the 
magical world of Dickens. For a special group showing of Oliver Twist, go to www.teacholivertwist.com

Travel brought to you by Orbitz.com

JUDGING CRITERIA
An acclaimed panel of educational experts
selected by YMI, including members of
YMI’s teacher advisory board, will rate each
entry according to the following criteria:
• Creativity (30%)
• Relevance to theme (30%)
• Writing proficiency (30%) 
• Legibility (10%) 

Challenge your students to

*itinerary subject to change

 



Official Entry Form

WRITE LIKE THE DICKENS…AND GO TO LONDON!
Please fill out completely.

TEACHER INFORMATION

Name ____________________________________________________Subject taught _______________________ Grade(s) taught___________________

School name ______________________________________________School address ________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

School phone __________________________School fax__________________________E-mail address ________________________________________

STUDENT INFORMATION

Name _____________________________________________________________Age ___________________ Grade _______________________________

TYPE YOUR RESPONSE TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTION ON A SEPARATE SHEET OF PAPER AND 
STAPLE IT TO THIS COVER SHEET. YOUR ANSWER MUST BE BETWEEN 150 AND 250 WORDS.

©2005 YMI, Inc.

CONTEST DETAILS/ELIGIBILITY/JUDGING CRITERIA: This promotional skill-based essay-writing contest (the “Contest”) is presented 
in connection with the release of the new movie Oliver Twist, based on the book by the same name written by Charles Dickens in the

1800s. The sponsor of the Contest is Columbia TriStar Marketing Group, Inc. (“Sponsor”). YMI/Young Minds Inspired (“YMI”) is the Contest administrator and judge, and the owner, operator and host of the Web site located at www.ymiteacher.com (the “YMI Site”). Copies of the official forms to
enter the Contest (the “Official Forms”) and these official rules (the “Official Rules”) are available in the English Department of each participating U.S. middle- and high-school school and from the YMI Site. The Contest begins on August 28, 2005 and ends on October 31, 2005 (the “Contest Period”).
The Contest is subject to all applicable federal, state and local laws and regulations, these Official Rules, and any applicable participating school policies. VOID IN CT, MD, ND, VT AND WHERE PROHIBITED OR RESTRICTED BY LAW. The Contest is made up of two parts. The first part of the Contest is
open to any student who is attending, at the time of his/her Entry into the Contest, a regular Eighth through Twelfth grade English class in any participating public school in the continental United States, and who writes a short essay of no less than 150 words and no more than 250 words responsive
to the following theme: “The Dickens novel Oliver Twist was written in the 1800s. It has been read by millions of people and has been dramatized in countless ways, including in the new film Oliver Twist. Why do you think this story has stood the test of time and how does it relate to you today?
ONLY ONE ENTRY PER STUDENT PERMITTED. The second part of the Contest is open to those students who participated in the first part and whose essays have been selected by their English teacher for participation in the second phase of the Contest. Only English teachers who teach English to
eligible students are eligible to submit student essays for consideration in the second part of the Contest. Each English teacher may select a maximum of ten (10) essays per English class for participation in the second phase of the Contest based on the following judging criteria: Creativity (0-30
points); Relevance to Theme (0-30 points); Writing Proficiency (0-30 points) and Legibility/Neatness/ Cleanliness (10 points) (collectively, the “Judging Criteria”). The essays entered by the teacher in the second phase will be those that have accumulated the most points based on the submitting
teacher’s application of the Judging Criteria. In the second part of the Contest, a panel of judges made up of English teachers, educational experts selected by YMI and members of the Teacher Advisory Board of YMI (the “Second Phase Judges”), will apply the Judging Criteria to the submitted
essays and select the potential Grand Prize Winner and 200 RunnerUps by December 1, 2005. Each essay will be read and evaluated by all of the Second Phase Judges and the essay’s final number of points shall be the number resulting from the sum of all points awarded by all the Second Phase
Judges divided by the number of Second Phase Judges. In case of a tie, all tied entrants will be judged by a new judge, designated by YMI. ALL ESSAYS JUDGED BY THE SECOND PHASE JUDGES WILL BE JUDGED BLINDLY (WITH NO STUDENT, TEACHER, SCHOOL NAME OR ADDRESS ASSOCI-
ATED WITH THE ESSAY). ALL DETERMINATIONS MADE BY THE ENGLISH TEACHERS AND THE SECOND PHASE JUDGES SHALL BE FINAL AND BINDING AND NOT SUBJECT TO APPEAL. Each participating essay must be (i) wholly original to the student submitting it (not copied in whole or in part
from anywhere else or written by someone else), never before published, never before entered into any other Contest, never before the winner of any award and by entering into the Contest, each student warrants and represents that all of the foregoing is true, (ii) written by an eligible student, (iii)
stapled to a completely filled out Official Form (or piece of paper containing all the information requested in the Official Form), (iv) postmarked and mailed to YMI no later than October 31, 2005, (iv) received by YMI no later than November 14, 2005, and (v) otherwise compliant with these Official
Rules. Employees of Sponsor, YMI, their affiliates, prize suppliers (including, without limitation, Random House, Inc. and Orbitz), service providers, promotion or advertising agencies, or any other person or entity associated with this Contest (all of the foregoing entities or individuals referred to col-
lectively as the “Organizers”), members of their immediate families and/or persons living in the same household as such persons, whether or not related, are not eligible to enter the Contest. PRIZES: ONE GRAND PRIZE AND 200 RUNNER-UP PRIZES WILL BE AWARDED IN THIS CONTEST. The
potential Grand Prize Winner will be the student whose essay has received the highest number of points. The potential 200 Runners-Up will be the students who wrote the next best 200 essays, as measured by the number of points each essay received. The Grand Prize will consist of the following:
(1) round-trip coach air transportation on a carrier of Sponsor’s choice for winner and his/her parent or legal guardian from a major airport closest to winner’s residence to London; (2) ground transportation in London from the airport to the hotel and from the hotel back to the airport; (3) three days
/ two (2) nights standard hotel accommodations (double occupancy) in London at a hotel designated by Sponsor; (4) an 8-hour custom Dickens-themed tour of London for two people, including lunch. The approximate retail value (“ARV”) of Grand Prize: $3,500. TWO HUNDRED (200) RUNNER-UP
PRIZES: Each Runner-Up Prize consists of one (1) special certificate stating that the entrant was a Runner-Up in the Contest, one (1) copy of the Oliver Twist novel and one (1) CD of the Oliver Twist movie soundtrack. ARV of Runner Up Prize: $23. each Runner Up Prize. ONE (1) TEACHER PRIZE:
The teacher who submitted the essay written by the Grand Prize winner will receive one (1) Sony Home Entertainment System, twenty (20) DVD’s designated by Sponsor and one (1) copy of each of the following novels: The Age of Innocence, Little Women, Sense and Sensibility and Oliver! ARV:
$1,332. TOTAL ARV OF ALL PRIZES: $9,432. ARV of Grand Prize may vary subject to winner’s residence, date of departure and airfare fluctuations at the time of travel. Winners will be solely responsible for any and all federal, state and local taxes on prizes. Sponsor may, in its sole discretion, for
any reason (such as for example, the unavailability of any particular component of a prize), or no reason, substitute any prize (or component thereof) for one of equal or greater value. Grand Prize Winner and/or his/her parent or legal guardian will be solely responsible for ground transportation
between winner’s home and airport of departure, ground transportation in London except as provided in the description of the Grand Prize, gratuities, travel upgrades, any and all costs and incidental expenses not specifically listed as included in the Grand Prize. Travel in connection with the Grand
Prize Trip must take place by March 31, 2006, unless other travel dates are specified by Sponsor in its sole discretion, and the winner and his/her parent or legal guardian must travel together. In the event Grand Prize trip is not taken by March 31, 2006, and Sponsor has not agreed in its sole discre-
tion to other travel dates, Grand Prize Winner forfeits the prize.  All travel accommodations subject to availability. Restrictions and blackout dates may apply. In the event that the Dickens-theme tour is cancelled after the prize is ticketed, or the tour is cancelled during the trip, Sponsor’s liability is lim-
ited to only the travel portion of the Grand Prize. Sponsor will not replace any lost or stolen tickets, vouchers, certificates or similar items once they are in winner’s possession. Grand Prize winner and his/her parent or legal guardian will be solely responsible for obtaining valid U.S. passports and
any required immunizations prior to travel and the associated costs for these requirements. Grand Prize winner must supply Sponsor with his/her social security numbers for tax purposes. Sponsor shall not be responsible for any cancellations, delays, diversions or substitution or any act or omis-
sions whatsoever by the air carriers, hotels or other transportation companies or any other persons providing any of these services and accommodations to passengers including any results thereof such as changes in services or accommodations necessitated by same. Sponsor shall not be liable
for any loss or damage to baggage. Grand Prize winner and his/her parent or legal guardian is responsible for obtaining their own medical and life insurance and the associated costs. No substitution of prizes is permitted except by Sponsor. Prizes are non-transferable. HOW TO ENTER: To enter,
each student must legibly hand-print or type the student- and teacher-related information requested on the Official Form, staple his/her essay to the completed Official Form and submit the materials to his/her English teacher for judging. If selected, the student’s essay and completed Official Form
must be submitted within the time frames set forth in these Official Rules by the student’s English teacher to YMI, Oliver Twist Contest, P.O. Box 5212, New York, NY 10185. All essays submitted by English teachers in connection with this Contest and all intellectual property rights embodied or
appurtenant thereto become the sole property of the Sponsor, and Sponsor shall have the right to edit, modify, publish, use, reuse, or otherwise exploit the essay without further consent or compensation. Entries not complying with these Official Rules will be subject to disqualification. None of the
Entries will be acknowledged or returned. No facsimile, mechanically reproduced, altered or forged entries accepted. WINNING/REDEEMING PRIZE: YMI will notify potential winners by mail or telephone after December 1, 2005. Any potential winner with whom YMI is unable to connect within a rea-
sonable time will be disqualified and an alternate potential winner may be selected; the alternate potential winner will be the Entrant whose essay received the next highest score from the Second Phase Judges. Potential Prize Winner and Prize Winner’s Guest must execute and return an affidavit of
eligibility and a liability waiver and publicity release (unless prohibited by law) within 14 days of notification. If the Prize is won by a minor (under applicable state law), the prize will be awarded to the minor’s parents or legal guardians who must sign and return all required documents. NO PARTICI-
PANT MAY REDEEM A PRIZE IF SPONSOR DETERMINES THAT THE ENTRANT WAS NOT ELIGIBLE TO ENTER THE CONTEST OR WIN. FOR ANY MINOR TO WIN/REDEEM A PRIZE IN THIS CONTEST, THE PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN OF SUCH MINOR WILL BE REQUIRED TO (1) ASSIGN TO
SPONSOR ON HIS/HER BEHALF AND ON BEHALF OF THE MINOR, ALL OF THE MINOR’S RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST IN AND TO THE MINOR’S ESSAY ENTERED INTO THE CONTEST, (2) AUTHORIZE SPONSOR TO USE, TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW, THE MINOR’S NAME,
LIKENESS, AND PHOTOGRAPH FOR PROMOTIONAL PURPOSES, (3) EXECUTE AN AFFIDAVIT OF ELIGIBILITY, RELEASE OF LIABILITY AND PUBLICITY RELEASE (WHERE LEGAL) (“AFFIDAVIT”) AS INSTRUCTED BY YMI AND (4) MAIL SUCH AFFIDAVIT FOR RECEIPT BY YMI WITHIN 14 DAYS OF
PRIZE NOTIFICATION. NON-COMPLIANCE BY ANY POTENTIAL WINNER, PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN WITH ANY OF THE ABOVE SHALL RESULT IN THE POTENTIAL WINNER’S FORFEITURE OF THE PRIZE. IN SUCH A CASE, SPONSOR MAY IN ITS SOLE DISCRETION HAVE THE SECOND PHASE
JUDGES SELECT AN ALTERNATE WINNER WHO WILL BE THE STUDENT WHOSE ESSAY RECEIVED THE NEXT HIGHEST SCORE FROM THE SECOND PHASE JUDGES. FOR ANY ENGLISH TEACHER TO WIN A PRIZE, (1) HIS/HER STUDENT MUST BE ELIGIBLE TO WIN, (2) THE TEACHER MUST
AUTHORIZE SPONSOR TO USE, TO THE MAXIMUM EXTENT PERMITTED BY LAW, THE TEACHER’S NAME, LIKENESS, AND PHOTOGRAPH FOR PROMOTIONAL PURPOSES, (3) EXECUTE AN AFFIDAVIT AND (4) MAIL SUCH AFFIDAVIT FOR RECEIPT BY YMI WITHIN 14 DAYS OF THE TEACHER
NOTIFICATION. NONCOMPLIANCE BY ANY ENGLISH TEACHER WITH ANY OF THE ABOVE SHALL RESULT IN THE ENGLISH TEACHER’S FORFEITURE OF THE PRIZE. RELEASE OF LIABILITY; LIMITATION OF LIABILITY; DISCLAIMER OF WARRANTIES: As a condition of entering into this Contest,
each student participant and English teacher submitting an essay for consideration hereby agrees to be bound by the Official Rules and releases, and agrees to indemnify and hold harmless each of the Organizers from and against any and all claims, liability, damages and costs (including, without
limitation any reasonable attorney’s fees and related costs and settlement awards) (collectively, “Claims”) brought against or incurred into by any of the Organizers, which Claims arise from or in connection with any injury, death, loss, harm or damage of any kind, without limitation, or violation of
any person’s intellectual property, privacy or other right resulting from this Contest, any person’s entry or participation in it, or any person’s acceptance, use or misuse of any prize or portion thereof awarded in connection with this Contest. None of the Organizers shall be responsible for any typo-
graphical, technical, or other errors in the offer or administration of the Contest, these Official Rules, any promotional materials issued in connection therewith, the selection or announcement of the winner of any prize, or the distribution of any prize. None of the Organizers shall be responsible for
any incorrect or inaccurate information provided by any participant in connection with this Contest, however caused and whether due to technical or human error, which may occur in the processing of submissions or notifications or in the judging of the Contest. No correspondence will be acknowl-
edged or returned by Sponsor or YMI. None of the Organizers shall be responsible for any lost, late, delayed, illegible, incomplete, stolen, mutilated, postage-due or misdirected entries. None of the Organizers will be responsible for any problems or technical malfunction of any telephone network or
lines, mail service, or computer systems, servers, hardware or software equipment. None of the Organizers makes any warranty, express or implied, concerning the appearance, fitness, safety or performance of the Contest or any prize awarded. None of the Organizers shall be liable to any winner or
any person claiming through such winner for failure to supply the prize or any part thereof, by reason of any acts of God, any action(s), regulation(s), order(s) or request(s) by any governmental or quasi-governmental entity (whether or not the action(s), regulations(s), order(s) or request(s)
prove(s) to be invalid), equipment failure, threatened terrorist acts, terrorist acts, air raid, blackout, act of public enemy, earthquake, war (declared or undeclared), fire, flood, epidemic, explosion, unusually severe weather, hurricane, embargo, labor dispute or strike (whether legal or illegal) labor or
material shortage, transportation interruption of any kind, work slow-down, civil disturbance, insurrection, riot, or any other cause beyond the Organizers’ control. If the Grand Prize winner becomes disabled or cannot otherwise fully enjoy the Grand Prize due to illness or disability (as demonstrated
through medical documentation satisfactory to Sponsor), Sponsor shall have the option of: (i) being relieved of liability for fulfillment of the Grand Prize award; or (2) at Sponsor’s sole discretion, allowing the winner to use the prize at a later date, provided that the winner acknowledges and under-
stands that if Sponsor agrees to allow winner to use the prize at a later date, that certain prize components may no longer be available at any such later date. NO TAMPERING: Sponsor reserves the right to disqualify any person who tampers with the entry process or any other aspect of this Contest.
Any attempt by an entrant or any other person to deliberately undermine the legitimate operation of this Contest may be a violation of criminal and civil law; and should such an attempt be made, the Sponsor reserves the right to seek damages from any such person to the fullest extent permitted by
law. RIGHT TO SUSPEND OR MODIFY: Sponsor reserves for itself the right to modify or suspend this Contest for any reason, at any time, in its sole discretion. If Sponsor decides to terminate the Contest before the end of the Contest Period, Sponsor will cause the winners to be selected from
among all eligible entries received at the time of the Contest termination. Sponsor reserves the right to not to award prizes in the event that an insufficient number of eligible essays are received. USE OF PERSONALLY IDENTIFIABLE INFORMATION: The personally identifiable information submitted
by any participant in connection with this Contest will be used by the Organizers solely for purposes related to the administration or promotion of this Contest, for the notification of prizes, and as otherwise permitted in these Official Rules. OFFICIAL RULES/WINNERS LIST: To get a copy of the
Official Rules at any time during the Contest Period, and/or a list of winners (starting on December 15, 2005), or send a self-addressed stamped #10 envelope to: YMI, Oliver Twist Contest, 75 Rockefeller Plaza, 27th Floor, New York, NY 10019. Please specify “Official Rules” or “Winners List” on the
outer envelope. SPONSOR: TriStar Pictures, 10202 W. Washington Boulevard, Culver City, CA 90232

OLIVER TWIST was written in the 1800s. 
It has been read by millions of people and has been dramatized 

in countless ways, including in the new film, OLIVER TWIST. 
Why do you think this story has stood the test of time, 

and how does it relate to you today?{

{

“WRITE LIKE THE DICKENS…AND GO TO LONDON!” ESSAY CONTEST OFFICIAL RULES NO PURCHASE NECESSARY TO ENTER OR WIN

 




