
Dear Educator:

On March 11, 2011, the film Red
Riding Hood, directed by
Twilight’s Catherine Hardwicke, will
come to life in a theater near you.
Rich in romance, full of action, and
steeped in mythology, it is certain to
capture the imagination of your
students.

The film is set in a gothic village
nestled in thick pine forests and
surrounded by rugged snow-capped
mountains—a place where both
dreams and nightmares come to life.
The heroine, a beautiful young
woman named Valerie (played by
Amanda Seyfried), is in love with
Peter (Shiloh Fernandez), a brooding
outsider, but her mother has
arranged for her to marry Henry
(Max Irons), a member of the
village’s wealthiest family. Valerie
and Peter are about to run away
when they learn that Valerie’s sister
has been killed by a werewolf. For
years, the villagers have maintained
an uneasy truce with the creature,
offering it a monthly animal
sacrifice. But the beast has upped
the stakes by taking a human life.
Hungry for revenge, the villagers call
on Father Solomon (Gary Oldman), a
famed werewolf hunter. His arrival
brings unintended consequences, as
he warns that the wolf—who takes
human form each day—could be
any one of them. As the death toll
rises with each moon, Valerie begins
to suspect that the werewolf could
be anyone—relative, friend, or
someone she loves.

This study guide, brought to you by
Young Minds Inspired (YMI) in
partnership with Warner Bros.
Pictures, is designed to engage your
students in standards-based
learning experiences as they explore
the history and the classic legends
associated with this enduring piece
of folklore and their evolution into
different contexts and formats.
There is an additional activity
available online at
www.ymiclassroom.com/
RedRidingHood.pdf.

Please share these materials with
other teachers, and return the
enclosed reply card. Although the
materials are copyrighted, you may
make copies for educational
purposes. We welcome your
comments and suggestions.

Sincerely,

Dominic Kinsley, Ph.D.
Editor in Chief 
Young Minds Inspired

© 2011 YMI, Inc.

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES
• To familiarize students with the history and evolution of

the classic folktale Red Riding Hood and its transformation
into different contexts and formats.

• To trace the legend and understand the dark appeal of the
werewolf, a creature that has haunted human imagination
from ancient times.

• To examine the theme of tragic romance as presented
throughout the ages and in different literary genres.

• To analyze some of the timeless elements of folktales.

STANDARDS ALIGNMENT
This program aligns with National Standards for the
humanities (English Language Arts, Social Studies) for
grades 9-12. Go to www.ymiclassroom.com/
RedRidingHoodStandards.pdf for specific standards.

HOW TO USE THIS PROGRAM
Display the wall poster to introduce the program and
generate student interest. Review the activities and
incorporate them into your lessons. Photocopy and
distribute a set of the activity sheets to each student.
Students can do the research and analysis on their own at
home or in small groups in class or in the media center.
The activities do not require students to have seen the film
but will enhance their viewing experience.

Activity One
RED RIDING HOOD—PAST & PRESENT
This activity focuses on the history and evolution of the
classic folktale. Introduce the lesson by having your students
read “Little Red Cap,” by Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm (available

online at http://www.literaturecollection.com/a/
grimm-brothers/551). Suggest that your students go to
the recent article at www.usatoday.com/life/
movies/news/2011-01-21-fairytale21_CV_N.htm for
a particularly relevant discussion of the topic. Provide time
for class discussion once students have completed their
research and analysis. Continue the discussion after your
students have seen Red Riding Hood in the theater.

Activity Two
LEGENDS OF THE WEREWOLF
Here, students examine a central but often overlooked
strand that is a constant throughout the tale of Red Riding
Hood—the myth and legend of the werewolf. Have
students explore some of the mythology, then provide time
for class discussion. Continue the discussion after your
students have seen Red Riding Hood in the theater.

Activity Three
FROM BOOK TO SCRIPT
In this activity, students will focus on how the elements of
a story work together in the classic tale by the Brothers
Grimm and how they are expanded in the film. Allow time
for class discussion. Continue the discussion after your
students have seen Red Riding Hood in the theater.

Activity Four
Available online at www.ymiclassroom.com/
RedRidingHood.pdf

TALES OF ROMANCE
This activity focuses on tales of romance and tragedy,
which have occupied a central place in literature from
ancient times until today. Have students research several
different romantic tragedies that reflect different times and
settings and their recurring themes. After students have
viewed the film, lead a class discussion about how the
relationships among Valerie, Peter, and Henry reflect the
themes your students identified in their research.

RESOURCES
www.redridinghoodmovie.com
www.ymiclassroom.com

Activity National Standards Addressed

1. Red Riding Hood—Past & Present ELA Standards 3, 8; SS Standard 1

2. Legends of the Werewolf ELA Standards 3, 7; SS Standard 1

3. From Book to Script ELA Standards 3, 12; SS Standard 2

4. Tales of Romance ELA Standards 2, 3; SS Standards 1, 2

ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS (ELA) AND SOCIAL STUDIES (SS) STANDARDS ALIGNMENT

is the only company developing free, innovative classroom materials that is owned and directed by award-winning
former teachers. Visit our website at www.ymiclassroom.com to send feedback and download more free
programs. For questions, contact us at 1-800-859-8005 or email us at feedback@ymiclassroom.com



R E P R O D U C I B L E  M A S T E R

ACTIVITY 1 RED RIDING HOOD—PAST & PRESENT
When we think of classic folktales,
magic, fantasy, mystery, and romance
come to mind. There are frightening
creatures, brave heroes, and fair
maidens who are often in distress. The
new film Red Riding Hood from
Twilight director Catherine Hardwicke
and starring Amanda Seyfried, Gary
Oldman, Billy Burke, Max Irons, and
Shiloh Fernandez, is no exception. This
classic, yet amazingly modern tale
combines romance, fantasy, and an
incredible array of suspenseful twists
and turns that will keep you on the
edge of your seat until the very last
moment.

The earliest known printed version of the story—“Le Petit Chaperon
Rouge”—by French poet and storyteller Charles Perrault, dates to the
late 17th century. Perrault’s version, which did not end well for its
heroine, was a morality tale that warned girls and women that “wolves

may lurk in every guise.” In the 19th
century, brothers Jacob and Wilhelm
Grimm retold the story—“Little Red
Cap”—this time with a happier ending:
The heroine and her grandmother were
saved by a woodsman.

Like every great story, the tale of Red
Riding Hood has transcended time.
Parts of the plot and some of its
characters have even appeared in
different contexts and different
formats. We’ve listed the story by the
Brothers Grimm and a few
contemporary variations here. Do some

research to learn a little about each new version and how it relates to
“Little Red Cap.” You’ll find a recent article at www.usatoday.com/life/
movies/news/ 2011-01-21-fairytale21_CV_N.htm particularly interesting.
In the final column, describe how you think each version reflects the
culture of the time in which it was created. Be sure to fill in the last row
after you have seen the film.

Version Format Date How It Reflects Its Time

“Little Red Cap” Story by Jacob and 19th Century 
Wilhelm Grimm

RED RIDING HOOD, PAST

Version Format Date How It Relates to the Original How It Reflects Its Time

RED RIDING HOOD, PRESENT

1953 Max Factor lipstick ad
www.msmagazine.com/summer2004/
danceswithwolves.asp

The Company Of Wolves 

“Li’l Red Riding Hood”

Hoodwinked

Chanel No. 5–Estella Warren

“Little Red Riding Hood’s
Zombie BBQ”

Red Riding Hood

Print ad in Vogue® magazine

Film by Neil Jordan 

Song by Sam the Sham and
the Pharaohs

Animated film starring Anne
Hathaway and Glenn Close

Perfume commercial with
music by Danny Elfman

Action video game from
Nintendo

Feature film

1953

1984

1966

2005

2007

2008

2011
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R E P R O D U C I B L E  M A S T E R

ACTIVITY 2 LEGENDS OF THE WEREWOLF
PART A. Research the evolution of the werewolf. Add a few details about each of the legends

we’ve listed in the chart. Then, add some details about legends that appeal to you.

PART B. Now, create a character profile of the werewolf you would imagine if the story were
set in the 21st century. You might want to research some great werewolf films

including The Wolfman (1941) with Lon Chaney, The Wolfman (2010) with Benicio del Toro and Emily
Blunt, and Underworld (2003) with Scott Speedman and Kate Beckensale.

Believe the legend. Beware the
wolf. The werewolf—one of
the most ancient and terrifying
creatures in all of legend—is a
creature that morphs from its
human form to wolf with each
Full Moon.

Tales of werewolves can be
found throughout history and
throughout the world, from
the skinwalkers of the Navajo
Nation, to the French and
Haitian loup-garou, to the
shape-shifting hamrammr of
Iceland.

The werewolf is a central
character in the new romantic
thriller, Red Riding Hood,
directed by Twilight’s
Catherine Hardwicke and
starring Amanda Seyfried, Gary
Oldman, Billy Burke, Max Irons
and Shiloh Fernandez, among
an amazing all-star ensemble
cast. For years, the people of
the Gothic village known as
Daggorhorn have maintained
an uneasy truce with the
beast, offering an animal
sacrifice each month on the
night of the full moon. But
now, under a blood red moon,
the wolf has upped the stakes.
It has killed a young girl
named Lucie. And Valerie, our
heroine and Lucie’s sister,
quickly realizes that the beast
is now stalking her.

Who is the werewolf? Why is it
so fixated on Valerie? What
will happen to the village?
Those are just a few of the
questions you’ll face in this
action-packed, edge-of-your-
seat adventure!
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The Legend

King Lycaeus. This 5th-century Greek king tested
the gods—and fate—by serving human flesh at a
banquet held in their honor. As punishment, the
furious gods changed Lycaeus into a wolf.

The Berserkers. Legendary Norse warriors known for
their savagery and reckless frenzy in battle. They
wrapped themselves in the skins of bears and wolves.

Vseslav of Polotsk, also known as Vseslav the
Sorcerer. This Russian nobleman is depicted as a
werewolf in the 12th-century epic poem The Tale
of Igor’s Campaign.

The Benandanti of 17th-century Northern Italy
claimed that they stayed in human form during the
day but at night went to the Underworld to defeat
evil beings (witches).

The Details

Name of Character

Description

Special Abilities

Habitat and Habits

After seeing Red Riding Hood, think about what you’ve learned about the legends of the werewolf. How do
details of those legends translate to the film? In what ways do they differ? Use the other side of this paper to
make notes for a class discussion.



Every good story contains certain elements
that work together to create a whole that is
greater than its individual parts. Those
elements include:
• Setting. Where and when the story takes

place.
• Characters. The people, animals, and other

creatures who inhabit the story.
• Plot. The action that takes place in the story.

The plot encompasses other elements,
including sequence (the order in which events
take place); exposition (the background

information we need to know about the
characters and the setting); conflict (the
problem or problems faced by the characters);
and the climax (the point at which the conflict
is resolved).

• Resolution. The end of the story, when we
learn what happens to the characters after
the conflict is resolved.

Before you see Red Riding Hood, take
another look at the story “Little Red Cap” by
the Brothers Grimm. Describe each of the

elements in the chart below. Then, after you
have seen the film, think about the same
elements. How have they changed? What new
twists have the filmmakers added to make this
classic story both current and timeless? Note
the changes in the last column of the chart.

Now, create an outline that describes how you,
as the writer for the next version of the
story—one that will have current and timeless
appeal to a new generation of filmgoers—
would introduce new twists to the elements.

Be prepared to explain the choices you have made and why you think they will add to the appeal of the story for those in the next generation.

The new fantasy thriller Red Riding Hood is a story that transcends

time. The characters and the plot have been with us for centuries, and

the tale has been retold many times in many different ways. This film,

directed by Twilight’s Catherine Hardwicke, and starring Amanda

Seyfried, Gary Oldman, Billy Burke, Max Irons, and Shiloh Fernandez,

takes the classic story and adds new layers of action, suspense, and

excitement, creating a tale that is at once current and timeless.

R E P R O D U C I B L E  M A S T E R

ACTIVITY 3 FROM BOOK TO SCRIPT

The Elements The Book The Script
("Little Red Cap”) (Red Riding Hood)

Setting

Character

Plot

• Sequence

• Exposition

• Conflict

• Climax

Resolution

THE ELEMENTS OF STORYTELLING

The Elements Red Riding Hood, 2020

Setting

Character

Plot

• Sequence

• Exposition

• Conflict

• Climax

Resolution

© 2011 YMI, Inc.



The story of the new romantic thriller
film Red Riding Hood, directed by
Twilight’s Catherine Hardwicke, is a
classic romantic triangle. Valerie
(played by Amanda Seyfried), the
beautiful young heroine, is torn
between Peter (Shiloh Fernandez), a
dark and brooding outsider, and Henry
(Max Irons), the rich and handsome
young man her mother has arranged
for her to marry. First one young man
and then the other appear to capture
Valerie’s heart. How can this seemingly
impossible situation ever be resolved?

Tales of romance and tragedy have
occupied a central place in literature—
and the hearts of readers everywhere
—from ancient times until today. The
box contains just a few examples.

D O W N L O A D A B L E  M A S T E R

ACTIVITY 4 TALES OF ROMANCE

TRAGIC LOVE STORIES
THROUGH TIME
From the Ancient Greeks

Paris and Helen of Troy
Orpheus and Eurydice

Jason and Medea

From 16th- & 19th-Century England 
Romeo & Juliet,

by William Shakespeare,
Wuthering Heights (Heathcliffe and

Catherine), by Emily Bronte

From 19th-Century Russia
Anna Karenina

(Anna and Count Vronsky), by Leo Tolstoy

From the United States Today
Gone with the Wind 
(Scarlett and Rhett),
by Margaret Mitchell

Love Story (Oliver and Jennifer),
by Erich Segal

Ghost (Sam and Molly), a film with Demi
Moore, Patrick Swayze, Whoopi Goldberg

Titanic (Jack and Rose), a film with
Leonardo DiCaprio 
and Kate Winslet

Find out more about some of these stories. Then, create an outline that traces the theme of
star-crossed lovers throughout time, in myth and in literature, noting in each case what draws
the lovers together and what pulls them apart. Choose stories from the list on this page along
with your own favorites. Use the chart to begin organizing your outline.

LOVE ACROSS THE AGES

Title/Author/Era Who They Were What Drew Them
Together

What Pulled 
Them Apart

What are the similarities in the relationships of the characters in the various stories you analyzed?

1.____________________________________________________________________

2.____________________________________________________________________

3.____________________________________________________________________

After viewing Red Riding Hood, discuss how the relationships among Valerie, Peter, and
Henry reflect the themes you discovered in your research.

© 2011 YMI, Inc.






