December 20, 18G0O

South Carolina becomes the first

state to secede from the Union.

July 21, 1861
Confederate forces win the First
Battle of Bull Run, the first major
land battle of the Civil War.

March 4, 18G1
Abraham Lincoln

is inaugurated.

November G, 18GO
Abraham Lincoln wins the

presidential election.

February 89, 186G1
The Confederate States of
America is formed, with
Jefferson Davis as president.
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April 12, 1861

Confederate forces, led by General
P.G.T. Beauregard, open fire on Fort
Sumter, SC. The Civil War begins.
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NMarch 89, 18G2
The Union blockade of
the South is maintained
when the Battle of the
Monitor vs. the Merrimac at
Hampton Roads, VA,

ends in a draw.

February 11-16, 18G2
Union troops win the Battle of Fort
Donelson, ensuring that Kentucky

will not secede.

April G-7, 18G2
The Union victory at the Battle of Shiloh ensures
that the Civil War will not end quickly.

September 17, 18G2
The Union gains a strategic
advantage when the Confederate

Army retreats following the Battle of
December 11-15, 18G2
The Confederate victory at the

Antietam, the bloodiest single-day
battle in American history.
Battle of Fredericksburg prevents the
Union from reaching the Confederate
capital in Richmond, VA.

August 28-30, 18G2

The Confederacy wins an September 22, 1862

important victory at the Second President Lincoln issues his

Battle of Bull Run, also known as preliminary Emancipation

the Battlaoh Sars Taia s ot Proclamation stating that all slaves
in the rebellious states would be
free if the rebels did not end the
fighting and rejoin the Union

by January 1, 1863.

April SO-May 6, 18G3
The Confederate victory at the Battle of
Chancellorsville provides General Robert E. Lee with
what many consider to be his greatest victory.

May 18- July 4, 18G3
The Union victory following the
Siege of Vicksbhurg effectively
splits the Confederacy in half.

November 15-December 22, 18G4
November 19, 18G3 Brigadier General William T. Sherman orders the burning

September 18-20, 1863 . :
President Lincoln makes a

of Atlanta and his troops embark on a campaign that
The Confederate Army fails to press p pag

two-minute speech during leaves a path of destruction throughout Georgia during

its advantage following a victory at
the Battle of Chickamauga.

the dedication of a cemetery what is known as Sherman’s March to the Sea.
for fallen Union soldiers
in Gettysburg, PA. The

speech is known as the

Gettysburg Address, and

it is widely considered to

be one of the most

powerful speeches in

American history.

September 2, 18G4
As an aftermath |

of a lengthy

siege on the

city, Atlanta April 14, 18G5

surrenders to President Lincoln is

Union troops.

July 1-4, 1863. The Union victory at the Battle of " assassinated.

Gettysburg ends General Lee’s drive to invade the North.

1865

7:30 a.x. Union cavalry troopers fire on Confederate infantry as it marches toward Gettysburg.
10:30 a.xm. Union infantry joins the fight along McPherson Ridge.

2:00 p.m. The fight spreads to Oak Hill and Barlow’s Knoll.

4:00 p.m. OQutnumbered, outflanked, and poorly positioned, the Union line collapses;

May 8-21, 1864

Confederates capture the town.
General Ulysses S. Grant

July 2

4:30 p.m. Confederate troops attack Devil's Den and Little Round Top, capturing the former but
not the latter.

5:30 p.xm. Americans North and South struggle for the Wheatfield as it changes hands six times.

continues his advance on

Richmond following the

inconclusive outcome
at the Battle of

Spotsylvania Courthouse.

G:00 p.m. Confederates roll through Union positions at the Peach Orchard and threaten Cemetery

Ridge; the Union line barely holds.
7:30 p.m. Southerners attack East Cemetery Hill and then Culp’s Hill with limited success.

9:00 p.m. Fighting dies down.

July 3
4:30 aa.»m. Fighting continues on Culp’s Hill; in seven hours, the Union regains all lost ground.

April 9, 18G5
General Lee surrenders to

General Grant following the

1:00 p.m. The largest bombardment ever heard thunders from Semmary Ridge to Cemetery Ridge. Union victory at the Battle of

3:00 p.m. 12,000 Confederate troops assault Cemetery Ridge; it Wlll be forever known as
Pickett’s Charge.
4:00 p.m. Pickett's Charge is turned back by Union forces.
July & w
Daytime The troops face each other across the bloodied fields;

Appomattox Courthouse.
The Civil War ends.
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no major fighting.

Ewvening (onfederate troops begin the long retreat back to

Virginia, which they reach ten days later.
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