
Dear Educator,
The 2010 Census will be important to all
Americans, but for the Hispanic community, it can
be a landmark event. Since the last Census, in
2000, government studies estimate that the
Hispanic community in the United States has
grown to become more than 15 percent of the total
population,making it the largest and fastest-growing
ethnic group in the country. And if these trends
continue, your students will mature in a country
where more than 30 percent of the population is
of Hispanic origin, giving the Hispanic community
a decisive influence on America’s economic,
political, and cultural future.

But these are only trends and estimates.To realize this potential of the Hispanic community in the United States, the
members of that community must stand up and be counted in the 2010 Census. For it is only through the Census
that individuals can become stakeholders in our democratic system, determining by their number how many repre-
sentatives each state sends to Congress, how political power is apportioned within state legislatures, and how more
than $400 billion in federal spending is divided among communities across the country.

Hazte Contar! (Be Counted) is a public awareness initiative that calls on the Hispanic community to seize this 
historic opportunity by participating in the 2010 Census. Launched by Telemundo, the Spanish-language television
network known for its innovative entertainment, news, and sports programming, Hazte Contar! is a multi-platform
campaign that combines broadcast, Internet, and community outreach to inform Hispanics about the importance of
the 2010 Census, explain how it works, and motivate every member of the Hispanic community to be counted.

Telemundo has partnered with the League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC), MANA: A National Latina
Organization, and the United States Hispanic Leadership Institute to help mobilize grassroots support for its 
Hazte Contar! campaign. And now, in partnership with the curriculum specialists at Young Minds Inspired (YMI),
the network reaches out to educators like you, providing bilingual classroom activities that you can use to enlist your
students in this national effort and help make participation in the 2010 Census a priority for all families in your community.

We hope that you will share this educational resource with other teachers in your school, and we encourage you to
visit the Hazte Contar! website at http://msnlatino.telemundo.com/ especiales/Hazte_Contar for additional
resources, including:

★ Investigative reports and interviews with census experts from Noticiero Telemundo,
hosted by journalists Pedro Sevcec and Jose Diaz-Balart.

★ Feature stories on census preparations in the Hispanic community from Al Rojo Vivo,
hosted by Maria Celeste Arrarás.

★ A library of public service announcements that address some common questions 
and concerns about the census process.

★ Links to the official Census 2010 website and to other online resources.

We look forward to receiving your comments on this educational program at www.ymiclassroom.com. For only with
your help can we continue to provide free learning materials that make a real difference in the classroom.



Activity One
Get Set for the Census
This multiple choice quiz is designed to provide students with
a basic foundation of knowledge about the 2010 Census and
its long-term impact, and to correct some common miscon-
ceptions about the census-taking process. Review the answers
below with your students, then ask them to take the activity
sheet home to quiz their parents and other family members in
order to help raise awareness of the 2010 Census in homes
throughout your community.

1. The Census is an official count of (c) everyone
residing in the U.S.
In simplest terms, the Census is a headcount of all per-
sons living in the United States to determine the size of
the population and how that population is distributed
among the 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico,
the U.S. Virgin Islands, Guam, the Northern Mariana
Islands, and American Samoa. The Census does not count
only citizens or voters but all people who reside within
our country, including those who may reside not in a
home but in care facilities, on campus, or in shelters.

2. The United States has conducted a Census every ten
years since (a) 1790.
The first U.S. Census was conducted at the start of the
first decade following ratification of the U.S. Constitution
in order to acquire an accurate count of "We, the People of
the United States" and thereby assure equitable represen-
tation of the American people in Congress.

3. The Census is required by (b) the U.S. Constitution.
Article 1, Section 2 of the Constitution apportions repre-
sentation in the House of Representatives according to
state population and states that an "actual Enumeration
shall be made within three Years after the first Meeting of

the Congress of the United States, and within every sub-
sequent Term of ten Years, in such Manner as they [the
Congress] shall by Law direct." This provision makes
being counted in the Census a Constitutional right, and
students might look at the original language of this sec-
tion and its revision in the 14th Amendment to appreciate
how precious this right really is.

4. The Census determines (b) how many representa-
tives each state sends to Congress.
As provided in the Constitution, the Census is used to
assure that all members of the House of Representatives
actually represent the same number of people, and as the
U.S. population has fluctuated over the years, each Census
usually results in some states losing members because
their populations have declined while others gain mem-
bers because their populations have increased. By chang-
ing the make-up of Congress in this way, however, the
Census also has a direct impact on almost every aspect of
American government, including Congressional decisions
about budgets and taxes.

5. Census information is used to (c) set federal fund-
ing levels for states and communities.
Many federal programs base funding levels on population, so
that densely populated areas of the country receive a larger
proportion of available funds than areas that are sparsely
populated. The Census provides the information used to
assure that your community gets its fair share of such fund-
ing, and failing to participate in the Census will cause your
community to be shortchanged. Emphasize to students that
Census information is never shared with law enforcement
agencies or any other government agencies. In fact, Census
workers have even refused to provide information to the
President. And far from maintaining files on individuals, the
Census Bureau compiles all the information it collects to cre-
ate a total picture of the U.S. population.

Program Objectives
★ To inform students and their families about the 2010

Census and the importance of being counted.
★ To motivate students to raise awareness of the 2010 Census in

their community and to help remove obstacles to participation.

How To Use This Program
Make photocopies of the activity sheets for all your students.
(Use the Spanish or English version as appropriate.) At the
same time, photocopy this study guide to share with other
teachers in your school.

National Standards Alignment for Grades 7-12
Activity Subject Area Standards — Students should be able to...

1. Get Set for the Census Civics ★ Evaluate and take positions on issues regarding the major responsibilities of the national government
2. Start Counting! Civics ★ Evaluate and take positions on the importance of civic responsibilities to the individual and society



6. The Census Bureau gathers information by (a) mail-
ing a census form to every household in the U.S.
The census form is the basic tool used to collect information
about the U.S. population. This form is a short questionnaire
delivered by mail which families fill out and return postage-
paid. Only households that fail to return the form receive a
visit from a census worker, and census workers also seek out
so-called "hard to count" populations that do not reside in
households, such as migrant workers, those living in institu-
tions, and the homeless. The Census Bureau does not collect
information by phone and cannot rely on sampling. It is
required by the Constitution to conduct an "actual
Enumeration," which means actually counting each and
every person residing in the United States. Use this question
to emphasize for students that families should be on the
lookout for their census form this spring (forms will arrive
in March 2010) and to return the form quickly. They should
not assume that the Census Bureau will contact them per-
sonally.

7. You must tell the Census Bureau your name, age,
sex, race, ethnicity, and (c) whether you own or rent
your home.
In past years, the Census was used to collect a variety of
information about the U.S. population, but for 2010 the
Census Bureau has simplified the census form to collect
only basic information about each household and the peo-
ple who live there. There are no questions about citizenship
status or income.

8. All personal information gathered by the Census
Bureau is (a) kept strictly confidential.
The personal information collected by the Census Bureau is
protected by law and all census workers take an oath to
keep this information confidential. In fact, census workers
are subject to a $250,000 fine and/or a five year prison term
for disclosing any information that could identify any indi-
vidual person or household. Personal information collected
by the Census Bureau is never posted on the Internet or
shared with any other government agency—not with the
IRS, the FBI, law enforcement, welfare, or immigration. It is
completely confidential.

9. You do not have to provide information to the Census
Bureau if (a) you do not reside in the U.S.
The Census counts everyone who lives in the United States.
There is no age limit; the Census counts even newborns.
And there is no citizenship requirement; the Census counts
everyone residing in the U.S., no matter what their citizen-
ship. The Census also counts U.S. residents who may be liv-
ing temporarily outside the country. The only people who do

not have to provide Census information are people who do
not reside in the U.S.

10. Officials estimate that it will take most families (a)
less than ten minutes to provide all the information
required by the 2010 Census
Census officials have tested the simplified form they will use
in 2010 and found that it can be completed by an average
family in less than ten minutes. The Census Bureau has dis-
continued use of the long form that in past years could
require an hour or more to complete.

Activity Two
Start Counting!
This activity is designed to get students involved in prepara-
tions for the 2010 Census in their community, and to give
them some practical experience in social studies research.
Working in small groups, students first use the activity sheet
questionnaire to interview family members and others in the
community in order to determine how much they already
know about the 2010 Census and their attitudes toward par-
ticipating in the Census. After gathering this information, stu-
dents compile and analyze their findings to identify potential
obstacles to a successful Census in their community.

Your students may conclude, for example, that people simply
don’t know much about the 2010 Census—when it will be
taken, how it works, what it is for. Or they may uncover mis-
givings about the census-taking process—mistrust about how
the government will use the information that people provide,
or a feeling that the whole exercise is just a waste of time. To
conclude the activity, challenge each student team to develop a
community action plan for removing such obstacles to full
participation in the 2010 Census. They might create their own
informative flyers, organize a public awareness forum at the
local library or in their church, produce a public service video
for posting online, or even stir up a text-messaging buzz
about the coming Census among family and friends.

As they plan their community action campaign, encourage
students to visit the Hazte Contar! website at http://msnlati-
no.telemundo.com/especiales/Hazte_Contar for ideas and
resources they can use in their own efforts to make sure
everyone in your community gets counted in 2010.

© 2010 Telemundo.
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1. The Census is an official count of ____________.
a. all registered voters
b. all U.S. citizens
c. everyone residing in the U.S.

2. The United States has conducted a Census every ten
years since _________.
a. 1790
b. 1870
c. 1960

3. The Census is required by ____________.
a. federal law
b. the U.S. Constitution
c. a ruling of the Supreme Court

4. The Census determines _______________.
a. the size of the federal budget
b. how many representatives each state sends to 

Congress
c. how much individuals must pay in income tax

5. Census information is used to ________________.
a. assist in law enforcement
b. create a file on every person living in the U.S.
c. set federal funding levels for states and communities

6. The Census Bureau gathers information by
_________________.
a. mailing a census form to every household in the U.S.
b. having census workers visit every household in the

U.S.
c. phoning a random sampling of households in the U.S.

7. You must tell the Census Bureau your name, age,
sex, race, ethnicity, and ______________.
a. where you were born
b. how much money you earn 
c. whether you own or rent your home

8. All personal information gathered by the Census
Bureau is ________________.
a. kept strictly confidential
b. posted on the Internet
c. shared with other government agencies

9. You do not have to provide information to the
Census Bureau if ___________.
a. you do not reside in the United States
b. you are not yet 18 years old
c. you are a citizen of a foreign country

10. Officials estimate that it will take most families
_______ to provide all the information required by
the 2010 Census.
a. less than ten minutes
b. less than an hour
c. several hours

Now that you’re all set for the Census, take this sheet home to quiz your parents and other members of your family. Make sure
they know what the 2010 Census is all about and why it is important.

To learn even more about the 2010 Census, tune in to Telemundo. You’ll find special reports and 
public service announcements every day, and you might even find a census worker joining the cast of
your favorite telenovela. It’s all part of Telemundo’s Hazte Contar! (Be Counted) campaign to encourage

participation in the 2010 Census by Hispanics across the United States. Find out how you can help spread the word in your 
community by visiting the Hazte Contar! website at http://msnlatino.telemundo.com/ especiales/Hazte_Contar.

Activity One
Get Set for the Census
Have you heard of the Census? It happens every ten years in the United States, and it usually takes almost ten years to plan, so you
know it’s a major event. Final plans for the next Census are underway right now, aiming for Census Day on April 1, 2010. So now is the
perfect time to test your Census savvy. Circle your answers to the questions below, then review the correct answers in class.

Reproducible Master
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To learn even more about the 2010 Census, tune in to Telemundo. You’ll find special reports and pub-
lic service announcements every day, and you might even find a census worker joining the cast of your
favorite telenovela. It’s all part of Telemundo’s Hazte Contar! (Be Counted) campaign to encourage partic-

ipation in the 2010 Census by Hispanics across the United States. Find out how you can help spread the word in your commu-
nity by visiting the Hazte Contar! website at http://msnlatino.telemundo.com/ especiales/Hazte_Contar.

Activity Two
Start Counting!
It takes a lot of work to count everyone in the United States.In fact,the U.S.Census Bureau has been making prepa-
rations for the 2010 Census for years. In 2008, they held a dress rehearsal, sending out census forms and census
workers to a few test communities.Then, last spring, they sent census workers down every street in the country
armed with GPS units to update their address list, so no household will be overlooked when census forms start
arriving in the mail in March.Now they are recruiting thousands more census workers to follow up with families
that fail to mail in their census form and to make contact with people who don’t live in a traditional home.

Here’s a chance to help with preparations for the 2010 Census in your community. Get together with a group of
classmates and use the survey form below to find out what people in your community know about the 2010
Census and how they feel about participating.

You might be surprised to find that some people have never heard of the Census and have no idea that Census
Day is coming on April 1, 2010.You might also meet people who don’t realize what the Census can mean to your
community—full representation in Congress and a fair share of federal spending. To these people, the Census
might seem like a waste of time or an invasion of privacy,or they might even suspect that the government will use
the information they provide against them.

Gather opinions from everyone you know,both other kids and adults, then combine the findings of your group to get a picture of Census readiness
in your community.Try to identify trouble-spots that might reduce participation in the 2010 Census, and develop a community action plan to help
remove these obstacles to 100 percent Census success. For example, you might pass out Census Facts flyers, organize a Census Ready forum at a
church or library, create a Census Countdown video, or start a text-message Census Alert network.

Remember: the 2010 Census will influence your future for the next ten years. It’s your chance to help shape the country you will be living in when
you are an adult. Don’t let this chance to change your future pass you by.

Reproducible Master
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1. Do you know what the Census is?
Rate the person’s level of knowledge: High | 5 | 4 | 3 | 2 | 1 | Low

2. Do you know when the next Census will be taken?
Rate the person’s level of knowledge: High | 5 | 4 | 3 | 2 | 1 | Low

3. Do you plan to participate in the 2010 Census?
� Yes   � Probably   � Probably Not   � No   � Don’t know

Now tell me if you agree or disagree with the following statements.

3. It takes a lot of time to fill out the census form.
� Agree   � Disagree   � Uncertain   � No opinion

4. The government asks a lot of nosy questions on the census form.
� Agree   � Disagree   � Uncertain   � No opinion

5. The information I provide on the census form can help my
community.
� Agree   � Disagree   � Uncertain   � No opinion

6. The information I provide on the census form might be
used against me.
� Agree   � Disagree   � Uncertain   � No opinion

7. The information I provide on the census form is kept 
completely confidential.
� Agree   � Disagree   � Uncertain   � No opinion

8. It only takes a few minutes to fill out the census form.
� Agree   � Disagree   � Uncertain   � No opinion

9. The government asks for basic information on the census form.
� Agree   � Disagree   � Uncertain   � No opinion

10. There’s no good reason why I should participate in the Census.
� Agree   � Disagree   � Uncertain   � No opinion

Thank you for your time. Your answers will help me and other students at my
school make plans to help make the 2010 Census a success in our community.

Census Readiness Survey
Hi, I’m working on a school project to find out what people in our community think about the U.S. Census. Would you mind if I ask you a few questions?


