
Dear Educator,
As a teacher, you inspire imaginations every day. 
Now with this FREE educational program, Inspiring 
Imaginations, you can use PLAY-DOH modeling 
compounds to inspire even more creativity among 
your students as you help us celebrate National 
PLAY-DOH Day on September 16. 

Developed by the award-winning curriculum 
specialists at Young Minds Inspired, in 
cooperation with Hasbro, Inc., the makers of 
PLAY-DOH compound, the Inspiring Imaginations 
program provides you with standards-based 
activities that combine verbal, aural, visual, tactile, 
and social learning to build foundational skills across 
the curriculum in language arts, math, science, 
health, and social studies. 

In addition, the program includes an Inspiring 
Imaginations play mat designed to spark creativity 
on a variety of themes and promote collaboration.

And to complete this hands-on learning experience, 
you can request a FREE SAMPLE of PLAY-DOH 
and a FREE PLAY-DOH LaunchTM Game by visiting 
ymiclassroom.com/play-doh-sample. Supplies are 
limited, so send us your request today!

We would love to see how your students use  
the Inspiring Imaginations program to celebrate  
National PLAY-DOH Day. Upload your photos to 
ymiclassroom.com/play-doh. 

Please let us know your opinion of this program  
by returning the enclosed reply card or 
commenting online at ymiclassroom.com/
play-doh. We rely on your feedback to continue 
providing teachers with free resources that make  
a real difference in the classroom.

Target Audience
Preschool, pre-K, and primary grade students and their 
parents.

Program Objectives
•	 To foster fine-motor skills and hand-eye coordination 

through imaginative play

•	 To build foundational skills in language arts, math, science, 
health, and social studies through imaginative play

•	 To extend learning into the home by engaging parent 
and child in imaginative play

Program Components
•	 This one-page teacher’s guide

•	 Three reproducible student activity sheets

•	An online activity guide with two additional student 
activity sheets, available at ymiclassroom.com/
play-doh

•	A seasonal calendar poster for your classroom

•	An  Inspiring Imaginations PLAY-DOH play mat

•	 Free sample of PLAY-DOH compound and a free 
PLAY-DOH LaunchTM Game available by request at 
ymiclassroom.com/play-doh-sample (while  
supplies last)

•	A reply card for your comments. You can also comment 
through the online feedback form at ymiclassroom.
com/play-doh.

How to Use this Program
•	Photocopy the teacher’s guide and activity sheets before 

displaying the poster in your classroom. 

•	Use the activity sheets to supplement your lesson 
plans in language arts, math, science, health, and 
social studies. 

•	Use the poster to spark daily discussion about 
changing weather conditions, seasonal pastimes, and 
upcoming events, or use images on the poster for 
color identification, vocabulary building, and counting 
activities throughout the year.

•	Use the play mat on a table or the floor as a “creation 
station” where students can be inspired to shape their 
creative ideas with PLAY-DOH compound. For additional 
play mat activity suggestions, download the online 
activity guide at ymiclassroom.com/play-doh.

National PLAY-DOH Day — Create & Celebrate!
Plan now to make National PLAY-DOH Day,  

September 16, a special occasion in your classroom, 
and plan to share the fun by uploading photos of 
your students and their PLAY-DOH creations to 
ymiclassroom.com/play-doh.

Activity 1 • Use Your Imagination
This language arts activity introduces opposite-word 
pairs by engaging students in storytelling. For each 
illustration, use the caption to help students identify 
the opposites and to prompt storytelling. Then have 
students recreate each picture using PLAY-DOH and 
create additional PLAY-DOH items to tell their stories. 
Extend the activity by having students make their own 
PLAY-DOH creations to illustrate additional opposite-
word pairs: wide/narrow, thick/thin, curved/straight, 
over/under, inside/outside, etc.

Activity 2 • Inspiring Imaginations for Math
For this pattern-recognition activity, have students 
name the shapes in each row and then “guess” which 
shape comes next. You can also assign the shapes 
to different students and have them call out their 
shape names to dramatize the patterning. Then have 
students use PLAY-DOH to recreate each pattern and 
continue it. (Students can cut out PLAY-DOH triangles 
and squares with a straight edge and make PLAY-DOH 
circles with a bottle cap.) Finally, have students use 
their PLAY-DOH shapes to create their own pattern in 
the space provided. Extend the activity by introducing 
additional shapes and by using color instead of shape 
as a patterning factor, or by adding color to shape as a 
second patterning factor.

Activity 3 • Be Inspired by the Seasons
This science activity complements the Inspiring 
Imaginations seasonal calendar poster by introducing 
students to signs of the four seasons. For each illustration, 
have students name the item and match it to the 
appropriate season, then write the name of that season 
below the picture. Use the poster as a prompt to have 
students suggest additional signs of each season, and to 
talk about the characteristic weather conditions of each 
season, how these conditions correspond to nature’s 
growth cycle, and how they influence human behavior. 
Finally, have students use PLAY-DOH compound to 
shape three-dimensional versions of the items on the 
activity sheet or the poster, and gather these creations 
together to make four seasonal scenes. Extend the 
activity by inviting students to make up stories for each 
season based on their PLAY-DOH creations and their 
favorite pastimes during that time of the year.
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PLAY-DOH is a trademark identifying quality modeling compound  
products produced exclusively by Hasbro, Inc. © 2014 Hasbro.

Celebrate National PLAY-DOH® Day - September 16! Request a free sample of  
PLAY-DOH compound and a free  

PLAY-DOH LaunchTM Game at  
ymiclassroom.com/ 
play-doh-sample.

Introduce  
your students  
to the new  
PLAY-DOH LaunchTM Game.   
Visit PLAY-DOH.com to learn more. 
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Find more ways to inspire stories at play-doh.com.
Celebrate National PLAY-DOH Day - September 16!

Long snake. Short snake.

Where are they going?

Big house. Little house.

Who lives inside?

Tall tree. Short tree.

Where are they growing?

Large balloon. Small balloon.

Which one is wide? 

Use Your Imagination 

Activity 1: Reproducible Master



What is missing?

What comes before?

What comes after?

Create your own pattern!

Find more ways to inspire patterns at play-doh.com.
Celebrate National PLAY-DOH Day - September 16!© 2014 YMI, Inc. © 2014 Hasbro, Inc.

Inspiring Minds For Math

Activity 2: Reproducible Master



What do you see in Spring?  Summer?  Fall?  Winter?

Find more fun shapes for each season at play-doh.com.
Celebrate National PLAY-DOH Day - September 16!

Be Inspired by the Seasons  

Activity 3: Reproducible Master
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