Dear Educator,

We are pleased to provide
you with this free teaching
kit for the new season of
the highly acclaimed series
UNDERGROUND—the
gripping saga of a group of
slaves who escaped from a
Georgia plantation on the
Underground Railroad, and
the abolitionists who joined

them in defiance of the law.

UNDERGROUND reveals
the heroes—including
Harriet Tubman—who rose
up to fight for freedom for
all, worked to overthrow

a corrupt and unforgiving
establishment, and
accepted that freedom
meant laying their lives on
the line for others.

The teaching kit

includes activities that
will help your students
analyze the characters,
setting, and drama of
UNDERGROUND, in
addition to providing
them with an opportunity
to reflect on the issues
surrounding slavery and
abolitionism in the years
leading up to the Civil War.

Produced by John Legend
and created by Misha
Green and Joe Pokaski,
UNDERGROUND stars
Jurnee Smollett-Bell,
Aldis Hodge, Jessica

De Gouw, Alano Miller,
Amirah Vann, Christopher
Meloni, and joining the
cast in Season 2, Aisha
Hinds as Harriet Tubman.
AWGN America Original
Series, UNDERGROUND
returns for Season 2,
March 8, 2017. Visit www.
wgnamerica.com/series/
underground to learn
more.

Although the materials are

copyrighted, you may make
as many copies as you need
for educational purposes.

Please let us know your
opinion of this program

by returning the enclosed
reply card or by responding
at www.ymiclassroom.com/
feedback-underground. We
depend on your comments
and suggestions.

Sincerely,

o A

Dr. Dominic Kinsley
Editor in Chief
Young Minds Inspired
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TARGET AUDIENCE

e High school and college students in American History, American Studies,
and African American Studies classes

PRUGRAM OBJECTIVES

e To examine some of the issues faced by all Americans in antebellum America.
e To engage students in meaningful activities and discussions in which they
consider the issues of social commitment, resistance, and literacy.
To generate student interest, motivate discussion, and deepen
understanding of the connection between past and present by examining
the historical circumstances and personal choices that shaped the
Underground Railroad.
To explore the legacy left by the courageous individuals who were
committed to securing freedom for slaves and how this ultimately
influenced the future of the United States.

PROGRAM COMPONENTS

e This one-page teacher's guide

Three reproducible student activity sheets

A colorful wall poster for display in your classroom

Common Core English Language Arts/History and Social Studies Standards
for grades 9-12 (available at ymiclassroom.com/underground)

A reply card for your feedback, or reply online at www.ymiclassroom.com/
feedback-underground

HOW TO USE THIS PROGRAM

Photocopy this teacher's guide and the three student activity sheets before
displaying the poster in your classroom. Make additional copies of these resources to
share with your colleagues. Use the wall poster to introduce UNDERGROUND. Tell
students these activities will enhance their viewing of UNDERGROUND.

Activity One
GOING UNDERGROUND

Discovery Part 1: To provide context for viewing Season 2 of
UNDERGROUND, the first Discovery section of this activity begins with a
quick quiz to see how much students already know about the Underground
Railroad and help them fill in important details. Answers: 1-T, 2-F (Stations
were 10-20 miles apart), 3-T, 4-T, 5-T, 6-F (It passed through 14 states), 7-T,
8-F (Slavery was abolished by the 13th Amendment in 1865), 9-T, 10-T

Discovery Part 2: Students should work in groups to research background
on UNDERGROUND characters who, while fictitious, represent various roles
played by people in antebellum history.

Discussion: Students will be asked to consider how a number of real-life, historical
events would have affected each character and the actual people those characters
represent. Some examples of events include the Dred Scott decision (1857), the
Panic of 1857, and John Brown's raid on Harper's Ferry (1859). The Dred Scott
decision declared that slaves were not citizens and as such were not entitled to
sue in Federal courts of law. Additionally, it said that Congress could not prohibit
slavery in any territories. Hence, characters like Ernestine and Rosalee would have
been considered property of their masters with no rights at all. The Panic of 1857
was characterized by financial instability throughout the United States; fear of

an economic collapse would certainly have affected the plantation owners and
abolitionists who faced uncertainty about the future. John Brown's raid on Harper's
Ferry was an attempt by a white abolitionist to lead an armed slave uprising.
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Upon being found quilty of treason, Brown was sentenced to death. Slaves and
abolitionists (like John and Elizabeth Hawkes in UNDERGROUND) may have
found a brief glimmer of hope in this rebellion only to be quickly disappointed

by the government's response. Harriet Beecher Stowe's seminal work, Uncle
Tom's Cabin, provided an unflinching look at slavery in America and served as a
rallying point for abolitionists throughout the nation. It is the type of text which
would have inspired John and Elizabeth Hawkes and validated the experiences
of Rosalee, Ernestine, Daniel, and the rest of the slaves in UNDERGROUND. The
election of President Lincoln ultimately changed the lot of slaves in America as
did his famous Emancipation Proclamation which provided freedom for anyone
who was still a slave in 1863. These two events were not only turning points in
the life of this country, but also would have changed the lives of all the characters
in UNDERGROUND, affording Rosalee and Daniel freedom, while validating the
work of abolitionists like the Hawkes.

Activity Two
MEET THE REAL HARRIET TUBMAN

This season, UNDERGROUND introduces Harriet Tubman, the most famous
conductor of the Underground Railroad.

Discovery: In this activity, students untangle fact from fiction as they
explore the details of Tubman’s life and work. Highlights from Tubman's story
include that she was born a slave in Dorchester County, Maryland, and died
in Auburn, New York. Tubman rescued more than 300 slaves over 11 years
and never lost a life, earning the nickname “Moses” because she was so
successful in leading slaves to the “Promised Land” of the North. During the
Civil War, she worked for the Union as a nurse, a spy, and a cook. Ultimately
she was buried with military honors in 1913.

Discussion: Students have the opportunity to leamn about modern rescuers and
resisters—such as Mothers of the Movement and Black Lives Matter, as well as
individuals like Malala Yousafzai who has fought for girls" access to education—and
discuss how these people continue in the tradition of Harriet Tubman.

Activity Three
RISING UP

Beyond capturing a critical moment in our nation’s history, UNDERGROUND
reveals the importance of literacy and the freedom it can foster. Some of

the slaves teach themselves to read as a means by which to gain some
independence.

Discovery: Students begin by examining the role that forced illiteracy played in
perpetuating slavery in the South, using research links to learn why slaveholders
feared literacy and why slaves seized every opportunity to become literate. Students
will also research how slave narratives, like those of Frederick Douglass and Harriet
Jacobs, undermined the slaveholders' efforts to impose illiteracy and inspired all
those fighting for racial equality in addition to documenting the horrors of slavery.

Discussion: Students consider how the enforced illiteracy of slave times
carried over into Jim Crow voting requirements and even echo in voter
identity rules today. Students might also debate the meaning and importance
of literacy in the multilingual society we live in today.

RESOURCES

wgnamerica.com/series/underground
ymiclassroom.com
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UNDERGROUND is the gripping saga of a group of slaves who escape from a Georgia plantation on the Underground
Railroad, and the white abolitionists who join them in defiance of the law and protect them from their pursuers. The second
season, premiering March 8, 2017 on WGN, continues the characters’ unremitting struggle for freedom within a divided America
on the brink of civil war, each side vying to enact their own justice.

UNDERGROUND, produced by John Legend and created by Misha Green and
Joe Pokaski, stars Jurnee Smollett-Bell, Aldis Hodge, Jessica De Gouw, Alano

Miller, Amirah Vann, Christopher Meloni, and joining the cast in Season 2, Aisha
Hinds as Harriet Tubman.
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In Season 2 of UNDERGROUND, premiering March 8, 2017 on WGN America, you see an intense,
suspenseful portrayal of the Underground Railroad that dramatically and graphically portrays the life-or-
death decisions faced by slaves and the white abolitionists who aided them. These seekers and supporters of
freedom, including Harriet Tubman—the most famous participant in the Underground—faced much more
than a simple journey from one hiding place to the next.

UNDERGROUND, produced by John Legend and created by Misha
Green and Joe Pokaski, stars Jurnee Smollett-Bell, Aldis Hodge, Jessica
De Gouw, Alano Miller, Amirah Vann, Christopher Meloni, and joining
the cast in Season 2, Aisha Hinds as Harriet Tubman.

UNDERGROUND




Season 2 of the acclaimed series UNDERGROUND, premiering March 8, 2017 on WGN America,
reveals the heroes who rose up to fight for freedom for all, who worked to overthrow a corrupt and
unforgiving establishment, and who accepted that freedom means laying their lives on the line for
others. Beyond capturing a critical moment in history, the series explores the importance of literacy
and its ability to facilitate escape, both literal and figurative.

UNDERGROUND, produced by John Legend and created by Misha Green and
Joe Pokaski, stars Jurnee Smollett-Bell, Aldis Hodge, Jessica De Gouw, Alano Miller,
Amirah Vann, Christopher Meloni, and joining the cast in Season 2, Aisha Hinds as
Harriet Tubman.
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