
DEAR EDUCATOR,
The arts play a pivotal role in the preservation of history, both personal 
and collective. This is especially true when it comes to remembering victims of historic 
events like the Holocaust and World War II. Now, it’s more important than ever to share that history, 
to learn from those who survived, and even draw parallels in our own lives and what’s happening in the 
world today.  

The Samuel Project is a powerful story about the universal struggle for acceptance and opportunity 
with direct relevance to today’s headlines. The film, opening in New York on September 28 and then 
in over 25 markets nationwide, explores the use of art to tell and preserve the history of an individual 
who lived to tell his story. 

The Samuel Project focuses on a teenager named Eli (Ryan Ochoa) who gets to know his grandfather 
Samuel (Emmy and Tony award winner Hal Linden) for the first time when he decides to make him the 
subject of his senior year art project. Through his work on this project, Eli learns that his grandfather, 
now a dry cleaner, was heroically saved from the Nazis by a young woman when he was a young boy in 
Germany. Eli’s efforts result in a story Samuel hasn’t told in 75 years and three generations of Eli’s family 
finally connecting with one another.

This film study kit, created by the curriculum experts at Young Minds Inspired (YMI), in cooperation 
with in8 Releasing, and filmmakers Marc Fusco and Steve Weinberger, is designed to help middle 
school and high school art and language arts students emulate The Samuel Project by capturing the 
stories of older relatives and friends through a variety of media, including photography, drawing, 
journaling, animation, and video. 

Please share this program with other teachers in your school. The materials are copyrighted, but you 
may make as many copies as necessary to meet your students’ needs. 

Please comment online at ymiclassroom.com/feedback-samuelproject to let us know your thoughts 
on these materials. We depend on your feedback to continue providing free educational programs that 
make a real difference in students’ lives.

Sincerely,

Dr. Dominic Kinsley
Editor in Chief
Young Minds Inspired

             For questions, contact us toll-free at 1-800-859-8005 or by e-mail at feedback@ymiclassroom.com.
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TARGET AUDIENCE
Middle and high school language arts and art students

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES 
•  Explore the ways in which the arts can be used to 

record personal history
• Encourage students to connect with older generations 
•  Engage students in the creation of meaningful art 

projects to help share others’ history and personal 
experiences

PROGRAM COMPONENTS
• This one-page teacher’s guide
• Three reproducible student activity sheets

HOW TO USE THIS PROGRAM
Download and photocopy this teacher’s guide and the 
guide and the three sheets. Prepare the materials for 
each activity in advance. 

ABOUT THE SAMUEL PROJECT
The comedic drama The Samuel Project is about 
a teenager (Ryan Ochoa) who gets to know his 
grandfather Samuel (Hal Linden) for the first time when 
he makes him the subject of a senior year art project. 
With dreams of becoming a professional artist, the 
teen discovers that his Jewish grandpa, a dry cleaner, 
was heroically saved from Nazi capture in Germany by 
a young woman when he was a boy. After hesitating, 
Samuel finally agrees to tell his story for the project — 
a story he hasn’t told in over 75 years. In the end, Eli’s 
project makes the finals in a countywide art showcase 
where he unveils his animated short ‘The Samuel 
Project’ with the help of his unlikely friend Kasim, an 
electric guitar-wielding school misfit. And after decades, 
three generations of Eli’s family finally connect with 
one another. The Samuel Project stars multiple Emmy 
and Tony award winner Hal Linden (Barney Miller, 

Broadway’s The Rothchilds) and Disney star Ryan Ochoa 
(Robert Zemeckis’ A Christmas Carol, Disney’s Pair of 
Kings).

Activity 1 
GETTING TO KNOW YOU (PARTS 1 AND 2)
This two-sheet activity allows students to choose 
someone to be the subject for their project. They will 
complete the Before section, which will include what 
they know about him/her, what they’ve always wanted to 
ask this person, what they wish this person knew about 
them, and so on. After completing their project, students 
will complete the After section in which they will reflect 
on the experience of interviewing an older relative or 
friend and then chronicle their interview artistically. 

Activity 2
LET’S TALK
This sheet provides an interview template designed 
to help students break the ice and initiate meaningful 
conversation with an older relative or friend. Students 
will learn proper interviewing techniques and tips for 
successfully shaping a conversation into an interview 
with someone. You may want to brainstorm a list of 
questions and discussion prompts with students to help 
them collect the information they will need in order to 
render their subject’s life visually. 

RESOURCES
• thesamuelprojectmovie.com
• Ymiclassroom.com
• https://sfi.usc.edu/   The Shoah Foundation
•  https://sfi.usc.edu/studentvoices/watch   Student 

videos
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In the new film The Samuel Project, opening soon in a 
theater near you, Eli and his grandfather, Samuel, begin their story 
in different worlds. They don’t “get” each other, and it’s not even 
certain they respect one another. Eli (Ryan Ochoa) has dreams of 
being an artist, but Samuel (Emmy and Tony award winner Hal 
Linden) calls his artwork “doodling.” But when Eli chooses his 
grandfather as the subject of his senior year art project, something 
unexpected happens. They start talking with one another, finally get 
to know one another, and over the course of the art project, each 
learns there is more to the other than they initially thought. 

Here’s your chance to make a similar discovery about an older 
person in your life. Use this activity sheet to choose a subject for 
your own Samuel Project. Start brainstorming your project with the 
questions below. You will turn your ideas into an interview with the 
“Let’s Talk” activity sheet. Then, when you have completed your art 
project, use Part 2 of this activity to reflect on your experience.

Part 1:  BEFORE  

MY SUBJECT: ______________________________________

What I already know about ___________________________

• __________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________

Questions I’ve always wanted to ask: 

• __________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________

Reproducible Master
Activity 
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What I wish _____________________ knew about me:

• __________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________

• __________________________________________________

Differences between ___________________________’s generation and mine:

THEN  NOW
___________________________________________________ _______________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ _______________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ _______________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________ _______________________________________________

___________________________________________________ _______________________________________________ 
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Part 2:  AFTER
Now that your project is complete, take some time to reflect on what you’ve learned. Use these questions  
to think about what you’ve gained from the experience.

1.  What was the most surprising thing you learned from doing this project? _____________________________________

  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  Imagine yourself at the age your subject is today. Would you want to be featured in a young person’s project?  

Why or why not? ______________________________________________________________________________________

  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3.  What is the most valuable life lesson you learned from this project? ___________________________________________

  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  What do you think the biggest difference is between your subject’s generation and your generation?  ______________

  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5.  How do you think future generations will portray your generation artistically and why? __________________________

  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

  _________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Many people believe that today’s young adults tend to overshare (like Eli in the film The Samuel Project), 
whereas the older generation (like Eli’s grandfather Samuel,) have important stories they keep to themselves. This 
sheet provides ideas for how to break the ice and initiate meaningful conversation with an older person in your life. It 
also gives you a set of questions you can use to start your interview.

TIPS FOR INTERVIEWING:
•  Ask open-ended questions instead of questions that can be answered Yes or No (Who were your heroes growing up? 

instead of, Did you have any heroes growing up?)
•  Prompt discussion with family photos or heirlooms if you have them.
•  Be sure that there aren’t any distractions. Turn off the television, put away your cell phone, and allow plenty of time 

to talk.
•  Respect the fact that your subject may have had some experiences that are very difficult to talk about. Be patient. 
•  If your subject is not forthcoming, try prompting him or her by saying, “I’ve heard or read the following. Can you tell 

me what you remember about that?” You can also come prepared with photos or articles about past events to help 
spark the conversation.

SUGGESTED INTERVIEW QUESTIONS

Subject: _________________________________ Interviewer: _____________________________________

 1. When and where were you born? 

 2.  Tell me about your family:  
• What did your parents do?  
• Talk about your siblings — What are their names? Where did you fit in    
   the line-up? How did you and your siblings get along? 
•  Tell me about where you lived growing up.

 3. What is your favorite childhood memory?

 4. What was your greatest fear when you were growing up?

 5. What was a popular pastime for teenagers when you were my age?

 6. What do you wish you had done in your life that you haven’t?

 7. What is your greatest accomplishment?

 8.  What is the most significant historical event you’ve lived through? How 
did it directly affect you?

 9. What legacy do you hope to leave for future generations?

 10. What do you wish my generation understood about your generation?

Use the back of this sheet for additional questions.

Now it’s time for you to tell your subject’s story through art. As one character in The Samuel Project 
reminds us, “Art can unearth stories long-buried and bring to light stories so marginalized, they were never even told.” 
Try to visualize your subject’s life. Focus on the events and experiences that seem most meaningful to you. Then bring 
your vision to life using the medium of your choice — drawing, painting, cartooning, collage, animation, photography, 
video, sculpture, or whatever suits your inspiration. 

Activity 

2 LET’S TALK Reproducible Master
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